Rudgwick Parish Council
Weekly Clerk’s Update: 22nd November 2021 (Agenda December 2021)
To: Parish Councillors
c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)
Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)
From: Anna Clayton
______________________________________________________________________
The weekly update provides information regarding:
• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk
• Planning information
• Correspondence/communications from parishioners
• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations
List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis.
o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex)
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group)
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission)
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils)
o HDC (Horsham District Council)
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils)
o SSALC (Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils)
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council)
______________________________________________________________________
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions:
GENERAL REMINDER: Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Parish Office staff are
working their regular hours but not always in the office. If you wish to speak face to face to a
member of staff, please contact the Clerk on 07927 702321 during her office working hours
(Monday – Wednesday 9.30 – 15.30).
•
•

EP Clark have been asked to repair the pothole outside Rudgwick Hall
FIT for KCV has been submitted to British Gas

New Applications (Delegated Decision)
New Planning Applications
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Response
Date

DC/21/2218
25.11.2021

Hazeldene, Haven
Road, Rudgwick

DC/21/2421
25.11.2021

Wanford Mill, Haven
Road, Rudgwick

DC/21/2506
25.11.2021

Ashleigh House, Cox
Green, Rudgwick

Erection of a two storey rear
extension and loft conversion
with extended side gable,
front and side rooflights,
second floor side window and
associated alterations.
Demolition of existing stable
block and erection of a
detached home office/garden
store building.
Surgery to 1 x Field Maple
TPO/0002 (T2) and 1 x Douglas
Fir TPO/0005 (T5)

New plans
submitted to HDC
23.11.2021. RPC
had no objection
to original plans.

09.12.2021

Previous
application for
Wanford House

16.12.2021

Documents given
to Tree Warden

15.12.2021

New Applications
For discussion at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13 December 2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Response
Date

Decisions
HDC Council Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13 December 2021
Application
No
DC/20/2413

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation
No objection with
conditions

HDC
Decision
Application
Withdrawn

Marshalls Farm,
The Haven

Conversion of existing barn to
self-contained dwelling for the
stable manager at Marshalls
Farm.

DC/21/1252

Oak River,
Guildford Road,
Rudgwick

Variation of Condition 1 of
previously approved application
DC/20/0504 (Erection of a 6.7m
wide by 20.1m long by 2.9m
high clear plastic poly tunnel on
agricultural land) Relating to
size alterations to the poly
tunnel approved.

No objection

Permitted

DC/21/2134

Talloiries, 4 The
Ridge Church
Street Rudgwick

Surgery to x3 Oak and x1 Horse
Chestnut

No objection

Permitted

DC/21/2174

Marshalls Farm,
The Haven

Erection of a single storey
extension to existing grooms
accommodation to provide
additional accommodation.

No objection

Permitted

Applications going to Committee

Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13 December 2021
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee
Date

Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13 December 2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Public
Recommendation Inquiry/Written
Representation

Enforcement Numbers
Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13 December 2021

Letter sent from Rudgwick Parish Council to HALC
Rudgwick Parish Council
Rudgwick Hall
Bucks Green
Rudgwick
West Sussex
RH12 3JJ
Tel: 01403 822678
E-mail: clerk@rudgwickpc.co.uk

22nd November 2021
To: Horsham Association of Local Councils,
C/O Secretary to the Association.
By email: anna.beams@mulberryandco.co.uk

Dear Sirs,
5 Year Housing Supply

Rudgwick Parish Council (RPC) has noted the correspondence from West Grinstead, Shipley, Nuthurst
& Cowfold Parish Councils and also the emails from Storrington & Sullington PC, all triggered by the
County Times report of an interview with the HALC Chairman, Malcolm Eastwood. RPC feels obliged
to comment.
Rudgwick Parish is already beginning to see speculative planning applications almost certainly
‘encouraged’ by the adjudication (earlier this year) of 3 Planning Inspectors determining that HDC
does not meet the 5-year land supply test. At the HALC meeting of 4th August our representative, Cllr
Paul Thompson specifically raised this point and asked what HDC were intending to do to remedy the
situation.
Whilst accepting that the adoption of a new local plan would incorporate the Inspector ‘signing-off’
a 5-year supply, this (irrespective of the water neutrality question) would take at least 18 months,
maybe longer. Not having a 5-year supply for such an extended period is surely untenable. So, a new
plan (irrespective of choice of sites) does not resolve this before significant damage is potentially
incurred.
It must also be understood that HDC is due to publish an Authority Monitoring Report (AMR) at 31 st
December 2021 which will incorporate its 5-year supply assessment with dates 1/4/2021 to
31/3/2026. Note that the 3 aforementioned appeals assessed a different period (2020-2025) so HDC
has an opportunity to take a different stance to that of the 3 Inspectors. It is the view of RPC that it
would be disastrous if HDC were to formally concede that it did not have the appropriate supply in
that report, having always claimed a 5-year supply ever since the HDPF was adopted in 2015. Such a
concession would invoke the NPPF ‘tilted balance’ for at least a year, during which time unwanted &
unplanned development would more likely achieve permission. So, it would officially open the
floodgates to speculative development.
RPC sent a delegate to a (HALC arranged) Local Plan workshop in September but no substantive
details of how to remedy the 5-year supply were presented by HDC, other than either via a new local
plan which (as noted above) will not apply for some considerable time or by local encouragement of
early planning applications for allocated sites within a made Neighbourhood Plan.
But the bulk of ‘new’ small sites to be allocated remain ‘locked-up’ in the new local plan. This is
certainly true for Rudgwick Parish. In total this is some 2200 homes (R19 draft Policy 14 – Point 4),
the vast majority of which HDC is apparently currently not counting in its supply.
Recently RPC has noted that its immediate neighbouring planning authority, Waverley Borough
Council (WBC), has been able to confirm its 5-year supply in a position statement dated November
2021. Crucially WBC draws attention to a High Court Decision (Consent Order) dated 7 th May 2020
(Ref CO/917/2020) meaning that the definition of ‘deliverable supply’ could include allocations
pending in an emerging local plan or neighbourhood plan, albeit with suitable evidence. Given that
the small sites proposed in the R19 draft local plan that went to Cabinet in July 2021 would have
been thoroughly assessed by HDC planning officers you would expect that a good number of them
would certainly be capable of being counted towards HDC’s 5-year supply. The Consent Order clearly

confirms that actual permission or allocation is not necessary for the site to be considered
deliverable; it’s the definition that’s most important.
In conclusion RPC requests that HALC:
•
•
•

Confirm to HDC the importance of maintaining a 5 year supply regardless of plan (new or
existing – the term ‘no-plan’ is a confusing misnomer), and the need to avoid official
concession of inadequate supply.
Request that HDC carefully examines said Consent Order and determines how many of the
identified suitable small sites not currently counted, may now be, and the impact on the 5year-supply from 1st April 2021.
Request that HDC also reconsiders its discount rate on small site (<5) permissions. Currently
it uses 40% (average) whereas WBC uses NIL having been advised by 2 planning inspectors
that even a 10% discount is ‘too pessimistic’. This alone could add up to 200 homes to the
supply figures.

Hopefully this approach would assist HDC to confirm on 31st December that it does have sufficient
supply in its 5-year pipeline to meet the test and thereby not encourage even more, speculative
applications or appeals.
RPC concurs with the request from Storrington & Sullington PC that ideally a short (preferably virtual)
HALC meeting should be called in order to clarify the HALC position, hopefully incorporating the
above, before the meeting with HDC scheduled for 30th November. Also, RPC requests that at the
meeting with HDC the Local Plan Update agenda item should specifically include clarification of HDC’s
view on the 5-year supply at year end (AMR) and beyond.
Yours sincerely

Anna Clayton
Anna Clayton
Clerk to Rudgwick Parish Council
CC. All HALC Members, Glen Chipp, Barbara Childs, HD Cllr Richard Landeryou
_________________________________________________________________________________
Correspondence/communications from parishioners / to the Council
29.11.2021 Email from NALC
Chief Executives Bulletin

New NALC chair
Earlier this week, we announced that Cllr Keith Stevens, East Sussex Association of
Local Councils, has been elected as the new chair of NALC. The new vice-chairs will be

Cllr Mike Drew, Avon Association of Local Councils, who will continue as vice-chair
(member services) and Cllr Peter Davey, Essex Association of Local Councils, who is the
new vice-chair (finance). NALC's new leadership will formally take up their roles at the
meeting of our National Assembly on 8 December, where the elections to committees
will also be confirmed. Huge congratulations to Keith, Mike and Peter, and I'm looking
forward to working with them to continue to represent and support local (parish and
town) councils. You can read more in our news story here.
Vote in Smaller Councils Committee elections
Staying on the subject of elections, a reminder that smaller local councils have until 6
December to vote for some of your representatives at NALC. Smaller councils only can
register here and receive a link to vote for your chosen candidates, and results will be
announced on 8 December. If you need any help or have any questions, please get in
touch with NALC at nalccommittees@nalc.gov.uk.
Media coverage
It was good to see Michael Gove MP, secretary of state for the Department for
Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, talk about local councils in his speech at the
County Councils' Network conference earlier this week, which indicated what might be
expected in the forthcoming levelling up the white paper. The local government trade
magazine LGC reports that he "expressed a desire to strengthen the role of parish
councils through double devolution" and that he was "very keen that parish and
community councils are part of a double devolution element". He went on to say that
"There is a levelling up dimension to this as well in that one tends to find…that it is the
case that parish councils are predominantly found in the leafier, more southern
councils than they are in other parts of England" and "What we want to do is to make
sure that they are a…means of ensuring communities can feel their interests,
especially in a case like Somerset where unitarisation is taking place" and the
government would now look to "outline how [they] will support the creation of and
strengthening of more parish council leaders".
Our chair, Cllr Sue Baxter, was quoted in another LGC story this week on community
governance reviews following concerns by MPs about proposals from Cheshire East
Council. Sue said that the process should lead to the creation of local councils in
unparished areas, that the views of existing local councils should be fully taken into
account and called for reform to the whole process.
Communities Partnership Board
Today we were pleased to meet with senior civil servants and colleagues from the
Communities Partnership Board (which comprises community organisation leaders) to
share our thoughts on how the role of local councils could be developed in discussions
that are feeding into the development of the forthcoming white paper.
Personal safety webinars for councillors

The Local Government Association (LGA) has launched a series of webinars to help to
support councillors' safety. The aim of the session, which I'm pleased is also open to
councillors from local councils, will be to equip councillors with the best tools to help
them be and feel safe while carrying out their duties as a councillor. The sessions will
cover principles of personal safety, risk assessment, use of technology, safe
approaches to canvasing, visits, surgeries and travelling, alongside how to manage
harassment and stalking incidents. The first webinar will take place on 8 December
from 10.30 to 12.00 pm. It will be introduced by Cllr Marianne Overton MBE, leader of
the LGA Independent Group and presented by Miranda Smythe, The Baikie-Wood
Consultancy.
University of Surrey research on climate change
The University of Surrey's Centre for Environment and Sustainability (CES) asks local
councils to take part in a survey on climate and ecological emergencies. With many
local councils declaring climate and ecological emergencies, the survey will assess how
they are monitored and evaluated by different user groups. More information
is here and the deadline for the survey is 17 December.
On the NALC blog
There are two new posts on the NALC blog which I'd encourage you to check
out. Onward researcher Jenevieve Treadwell writes about their recent report, Double
Devo: Extending Town and Parish Councils, which sets out the case for devolution
beyond the regional level and giving more power to local councils. And John Fagan
from Scribe shares his insights on using spreadsheets for managing local council
finances.
Updated legal guidance
We have updated Legal Topic Note (LTN) 65 on closed churchyards and disused burial
grounds. The LTN 65 updates bring it in line with the guidance contained in Legal
Briefing L01-18. You can find the revised LTN in the member's area of the NALC
website (login required).
Improvement and Development Board
The Improvement and Development Board which oversees the delivery of the
sector’s national improvement strategy met on 18 November. The minutes of the
meeting are available on the website and here are a few highlights:
• The Board stressed the need to develop professional councils, supported by
professional clerks and trained councillors. This is underpinned by training and
development initiatives such as the Local Council Award Scheme and peer
support, qualifications including the Introduction to Local Council
Administration, the Certificate in Local Council Administration and the
Community Governance Advanced Qualifications, plus training for councillors
provided by county associations

•
•

The Board wanted to urge all local councils to support and invest in these
initiatives
The Board received an update on the Community Governance Advanced
Qualifications for Local Council Officers which is a qualification designed for
local council officers who work with local communities and offers a range of
qualifications which are all distance learning with residential study days. More
information, including the prospectus and a free drop-in webinar on 1
December, is available from the SLCC here.

And finally…
You can stay informed about our work at NALC through our website, our social media
channels such as Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube and by subscribing to
receive our regular newsletters and, of course, this weekly bulletin!

_________________________________________________________________________________
26.11.2021 Letter from Waverley Borough Council
Dunsfold Park Garden Village Supplementary Planning Document Public Consultation
Please find below a link to the Dunsfold Park Garden Village Supplementary Planning Document
Public Consultation:
https://rudgwickpc.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/webpage/EX38qUHVF3JMo2i8jsDXnywBrtrjgGzNwv3M
TCq4-47fWQ?e=NK4NAr
_________________________________________________________________________________

26.11.2021 Email from CPRE
CPRE Sussex: Your Horsham District Update November 2021 - Local Plan 2021-38 Regulation 19
Process on Hold
On behalf of Dr Roger Smith, Chair of the CPRE Sussex Horsham District Group, I am pleased to
attach an up-date for the Horsham District which provides a report on the Horsham Local Plan
process. The report can also be found on our website at: www.cpresussex.org.uk/horsham/
Thank you for your continued support as a member. We would not be able to work effectively
without you, your help makes a real difference.
With best wishes,
Lesley Wilson, Branch Administrator

For Dr Roger F Smith, Chair, Horsham District Group
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/CPRESussex and Twitter: @cpresussex.
Love the countryside? Join us! Or donate www.cpresussex.org.uk/get-involved/

______________________________________________________________________________
26.11.2021 Email from HDC
Council & Cabinet Meetings Agendas, Minutes & Publications

Council and cabinet meetings
Agendas, minutes and publications

Friday, 26th November, 2021, 9.20 am - Decision published: Update on the
Council's financial position and Medium-Term Financial Strategy, Cabinet.
Friday, 26th November, 2021, 8.08 am - Agenda published: Meeting of Friday,
3rd December, 2021 6.00 pm, Council.
Friday, 26th November, 2021, 9.20 am - Decision sheet published: Meeting of
Thursday, 25th November, 2021 5.30 pm, Cabinet.
Friday, 26th November, 2021, 9.20 am - Decision published: Service Provision
of the Revenues and Benefits from April 2023, Cabinet.
Friday, 26th November, 2021, 9.20 am - Decision published: Community
Advice Partnership Agreement, Cabinet.
Friday, 26th November, 2021, 9.20 am - Decision published: Tender of the
Council's contract for Arboriculture Services, Cabinet.

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

25.11.2021 Email from Gatwick Airport
Gatwick Northern Run Project Consultation

We are now entering the final week of our 12-week public consultation on proposals
to bring the existing Northern Runway at Gatwick Airport into routine use alongside
our Main Runway.
We are keen to remind you that the deadline for submission of responses is 11.59pm
on Wednesday 1st December. In this final week, the best source of information about
our plans is our website Northern Runway and our Future Plans | Gatwick Airport LGW
which hosts a comprehensive virtual exhibition, as well as all the key consultation
documents and a questionnaire. It also contains details of the 18 deposit points where
hard copies of the documents can be viewed.
We would be delighted if you were able to share this information within your own
networks. This would supplement our comprehensive information programme on
social media.
We do hope that you will take the opportunity to comment on our proposals and look
forward to receiving your response.
If you have any questions, please get in touch with the team by emailing
info@gatwickfutureplans.com
Best wishes,

Northern Runway Project Team

22.11.2021 Email from AirS
AirS Newsletter

November 2021 AirS Newsletter

Rural Matters Through a Sussex Lens

2021 has been a busy year for many reasons and you probably haven’t heard much
about what we have been doing at AirS. Our new series of monthly newsletters aims
to fix this and in this edition you will hear about various projects AirS are supporting
across the county including an update on the first Community Land Trust scheme in

Sussex; a Tiny House prototype in Horsham and updates from "The Lost
Woods" project.
We also include a report from the "National Village Halls Service Centenary"
celebration which includes a fascinating talk (it really is!) about village halls and don't
miss our article "Coronavirus - Village Hall's Tale" a first-hand account by a village hall
trustee describing how the pandemic affected the way they could run the hall and
support their local community.
Get Involved!
AirS are supporting "The Queen's Green Canopy" Project in East Sussex find out below
how you can take part.
Don't miss your chance to win a prize (a selection of family days out or books by local
authors) by entering our Photography Competition - Closing date is this week, Sunday
28 November so be quick to enter!

The first Community Land Trust housing scheme in Sussex
- on site in Icklesham!

Icklesham Parish CLT have broken ground on their scheme to provide 15 affordable
homes for local people in perpetuity. These will be genuinely affordable Social Rent
and Shared Ownership homes, delivered in partnership with Hastoe Housing
Association. The builders started on site in July 2021 and the homes will be ready by
summer 2022.

The role of the AirS Community Led Housing Advisor was to act as a ‘honest broker’
and work ‘shoulder to shoulder’ with partners from the outset to completion of the
project.
Geoff Foot, Chair of the Icklesham Parish CLT said:
“We are proud that our mission to provide affordable homes for Icklesham people
has at last come to fruition. We look forward to the successful completion next
year”
“We also want to thank all the agencies involved for their help and cooperation,
particularly Action in Rural Sussex (AirS) without who it might not have been
possible.”
Tom Warder, AirS Community Led Housing Manager said:
“Congratulations to Icklesham Parish CLT, who have persevered with this cracking
community led housing project, which will provide genuinely affordable housing for
local people in perpetuity, the first CLT in Sussex to do so!”
For information on community led housing, CLTs and the Sussex Community
Housing Hub see:
communitylandtrusts.org.uk sussexcommunityhousinghub.org
Last Call for AirS Photo Competition

Here at AirS we have been running our first photography competition and you just
have time to enter if you are quick.
The photo competition showcases the beauty of Sussex’s Wonderful Woodlands, and
how people enjoy and interact with the woods. With the beautiful autumn trees
around us now is the time to enter yourself! Closing date is Sunday Nov 28th.
What do you like doing in our local beautiful woods? We want to see the woods come
to life! So whether your focus is on the flora and fauna or on people – we are looking

for photos that help us see our magnificent woodland in a new way.
We have some great prizes up for grabs such as family days out, signed books by
environmentalist authors and wildflower seeds to plant in your garden! There are
categories for adults and children…. we have had relatively few entries from teenagers
and under 12’s so anyone who enters stands a good chance of winning a prize.
To find out more and enter please go to Photography Competition | Action in rural
Sussex
Coronavirus - A Village Hall's Tale

Pauline Ridley of Dallington Old School describes one hall's experience of the
Coronavirus Pandemic.
In March 2020, as the news about coronavirus became increasingly alarming, our
hall management committee reluctantly decided to cancel all forthcoming
events and bookings to prevent the spread of infection. A week later, the
government announced that all such venues must close for the foreseeable
future. So what has the impact been?
Dallington Old School Village Hall is a listed Victorian building in one of the
smallest villages in East Sussex, with a population of just 300 people, of whom
almost 40% are over 65. In the past few years, we had slowly managed to bring
the hall back from the brink of closure through the hard work of a small group of
volunteers.
We had updated the kitchen to make the hall more attractive to hirers, an
essential first step to bring in enough income to cover the high cost of
maintenance and repairs to the fabric of the building we hold in trust. We had
also started a weekly community library/café which was becoming a popular
place for residents to drop in, exchange books and enjoy a friendly chat over a

cup of tea. Fresh vegetables grown by parents and children in the local primary
school garden were on sale during the summer. We had installed broadband into
the hall and received some donated laptops which we hoped to use to help
elderly residents use the internet with confidence.
Suddenly all these promising developments had to stop and we weren’t sure if
the hall would survive a prolonged closure – though no-one anticipated this
would last for as long as it did..

Read More

Tiny House Visit

The Housing Hub team had an exciting day visiting the Zero Bill Tiny House
prototype near Horsham. It was very inspiring and a pleasure to meet
Bill Dunster and Matt Bulber who have been working on
their adaptable, attractive and affordable designs for many years. The design is so
efficient that there are no on-going fuel running costs – hence Zero Bill.
Their modular design offers beauty, versatility as well as high environmental
standards. The water waste is treated though a high end composting toilet and
reed bed system for grey water, and it is powered by a wall of solar panels.
This model is one and a half stories and ideal for additional spaces and staycation
venues, although they have a range of designs of standard size houses built

with the same techniques, each of which can be placed on a frame which removes
the need for foundations and groundworks – bringing huge environmental and cost
benefits. We attended with one of our active community groups – Future Folk –
who are looking at an environmentally sensitive site that has significant tree roots,
making this an essential and attractive feature. To find out more about Tiny Homes
follow the below link.
Tiny Homes – Architecture in motion (rightsized.co.uk)
Housing Hub Team and Architects

The Sussex Hub is ever more focussed on enabling the delivery of sustainable
developments which facilitate sustainable living. The Icklesham CLT scheme featured
in this newsletter is built to high energy efficient specifications which means fuel costs
are very low. Herstmonceux is another great example which will be built to the Energy
Performance Certificate (EPC) A standard, meaning it is a very low energy scheme,
which is also landscape led and enhancing bio-diversity. This 18 homes project will
start on site in the spring of 2022.
National Village Halls Service Centenary celebration
Louise Beaton, AirS Community Halls Consultant Reports Back

Louise Beaton OBE, ACRE Trustee, Alan West, Sussex Community Advisory Group
Chair, Jonathan Dawson (ACRE’s former legal adviser), Alan Wilkinson (architect
and author of The Village Hall: Plan, Design and Build) and Ian Strong MBE
(ACRE’s National Village Halls Adviser in the early 1980s).
The Centenary Celebration for the National Village Halls Service on 1 st November is
now available as a series of short videos and photos at the link below. The setting was
South Luffenham Village Hall in Rutland, a Great War Hut recently renovated with a
grant from the Village Halls Improvement Grant Fund, re-created in cake for the
ceremonial cake-cutting.
We do hope you will find it interesting to sit down with a cup of tea and watch or
listen. David Clark, who lives in Northiam in East Sussex, gave a fascinating talk about
the early years after the first world war, the hey-day of village hall building. He
mentions the Victory Hall, Balcombe among others. People say it has made sense of
their own village hall histories and that they have woken up to the need to retain their
own archives:
•
•
•
•

Did you know that the architect Edward Lutyens designed more village halls
than anyone else at the time?
That halls had to be built with a stage for drama and music?
That with the second World War looming there was a campaign to get the
nation fitter, through provision of playing fields as well as village halls?
That after the 2nd World War 200 flat pack village halls were made available?
There are lessons for society today here!

If you wish to see David Clark's talk in full, click on this link and go to video titled "The
Early Days"
The Village Halls Centenary | 100 Rural Years.
We recommend checking out the other videos too if you have time.

AirS Village Hall Bulletin
If you subscribe to our Village Hall & Community Buildings Service you will
shortly receive a Village Hall Bulletin covering various topics including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

A feature on the new £1.25 million village hall at Ansty Village (see
below)
Information on an online energy efficiency toolkit to help save energy in
community buildings.
How to make your hall 'Dementia Friendly'.
A podcast a village hall in Yorkshire has produced on installing an Electric
Vehicle Charge Point outside their hall.
Information on how to hire out our PAT machine to check your hall's
electrical equipment.
Village Halls Week January 2022

If you don't subscribe and would like to find out more please email Sarah at
villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk

Lost Woods Project
Connecting Communities With Ancient Woodland

For the last year AirS have been developing the Lost Woods project, to encourage and
facilitate community activities in local woods. We have been doing lots of
consultations with different groups and trying out different activities. We have
engaged with groups within the Low Weald project area and we are delighted with
how it’s been going.
As examples - we have met and played with Young Carers in the woods at Bedelands,
we ran 12 August Ambles in lots of different locations – Woodsmill, Butchers Wood
and Ditchling Common to name a few. We supported young people with special
educational needs and adults with mental health issues, to take part in conservation

activities. A Muslim women and children’s group have spent time exploring Lewes
Railway land, many of them experiencing the woods for the first time. Quite often our
young people say that they have gone from feeling a 3 out of 10 before an activity to a
million out of 10 afterwards!
Funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund, we are linking woodland conservation
groups with each other to share knowledge and ideas and exploring ways of getting
more and new people getting involved in saving Sussex’s wonderful ancient
woodlands. If you’re interested in woods and woodlands please email
Lostwoodsteam@ruralsussex.org.uk
Queen's Green Canopy Initiative Launches in East Sussex

The Queen’s Green Canopy Project is a national tree planting initiative to celebrate
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022, and the service she has given over the last 70
years. The East Sussex Lieutenancy is actively inspiring this project and is being much
assisted by Action in rural Sussex who have employed the new Project Administrator,
Mark Whitaker, to encourage people to plant trees for the Jubilee throughout East

Sussex and Brighton & Hove.
The project aims to create a national canopy of trees to help reduce the impact of
climate change, filter air, increase wildlife habitat and improve the environment for
everyone.
This exciting initiative in East Sussex started with the planting by Deputy Lieutenant,
the Marquess of Abergavenny of a pear tree, one of 70 trees being planted at City
Academy Whitehawk, in Brighton & Hove. Speaking to students at the planting
ceremony, Lord Abergavenny said ‘The trees will help the environment and support
this country’s drive to curb carbon emissions. The aim of the initiative is to encourage
the planting of millions of trees in towns, cities and the countryside across the UK.’
While most commemorative tree planting will take place next year, there are several
new plantings happening this autumn and winter including at local hospices. The first,
at St Wilfrid’s Hospice in Eastbourne, in early November was honoured with a Royal
visit by the Duchess of Cornwall, and there are upcoming plantings at St Michael’s in St
Leonards and at St Peter & St James Hospice in Chailey.
Other tree plantings planned in the coming months are at Eridge Park Estate near
Tunbridge Wells, at Groombridge Station on the Spa Valley Railway, as well as, in
Eastbourne, replanting of the Jubilee Way and planting 30 cherry trees given to
Eastbourne which will be planted in Hampden Park.
How You Can Take Part
There is an opportunity for everyone to get involved in planting a commemorative
tree, whether in your own gardens or as part of community groups, a parish council, a
charity or a business. Trees need to be carefully chosen for the place where they will
be planted and there needs to be a plan to care for them for the first few years of
their life at least. For more information as to how you can take part click on the
below link:
Get Involved - The Queen’s Green Canopy (queensgreencanopy.org)
As the project progresses we will share more information in future newsletters and on
the Action in rural Sussex website. We would love to hear about your own tree
planting projects; please share your plans with Mark on his email below. If you have
done a tree-planting please send us any photos or stories so we can feature them on
our website.
mark.whitaker@ruralsussex.org.uk
_____________________________________________________________

22.11.2021 from WSCC
Your Town and Parish Council News November 2021 - adult safeguarding - flood consultationand more

Would your residents and businesses
know what to do in a flood?
In England there are over 5 million
homes and businesses at risk of
flooding.
The average cost of flooding to a
home is around £30,000. Flooding
also brings a significant risk to life.
The mental health impacts of flooding can last for two years or more after
flooding has happened, and depression, anxiety and PTSD can affect up to a third
of people who have been flooded.
But, crucially, taking steps to prepare for flooding, and knowing what to do in a
flood can significantly reduce the damages to a home and possessions (by

around 40%), reduce risk to life, and reduce the likelihood of suffering from
mental health impacts in the future.
Please support the Environment Agency’s campaign by reminding your residents
and businesses how to plan ahead for flooding included on the link below.

How to plan ahead for flooding

New adult safeguarding resource pack
The West Sussex Safeguarding Adults Board
(WSSAB) has created a resource pack to support
learning and understanding of safeguarding. This is
for use by community groups and organisations like
yourselves to support formal safeguarding training.
It is also a useful resource for anyone who would
like more information about adult safeguarding.
The resource pack has been published on the WSSAB which you can view below.

Visit the local adult safeguarding board here

Keeping communities safe webinar
Register now for a zoom webinar this Thursday (25
November) at 11am on ‘Keeping Communities Safe
During Winter’. The webinar is for faith leaders,
voluntary and community groups and is organised by
the Cabinet Office.

Register for webinar

Spot checks on businesses
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is
continuing to carry out spot checks and
inspections during the pandemic by calling,
visiting and inspecting all types of businesses to
ensure they are working safely.
The spot check programme provides expert
advice during the calls and visits, advising businesses on how to manage risk and
protect workers, customers and visitors. It is also working closely with local
authorities, assisting them in the sectors they regulate such as hospitality and retail.

More info on safety checks

Terrorism threat
The UK national terrorism threat level has been
raised from substantial to severe.
The government has said it is important the public
remains alert to the threat from terrorism but not be
alarmed.
Anyone with information or who suspects any
suspicious activity can report it online – see link
below – or call the police in confidence on 0800 789
321.

Report suspicious activity online

Have your say
Help us and our partners gauge public
opinion by completing the following
consultations and sharing widely with your
residents:
•

Residents and communities are being
asked for their views on a draft Sussex-wide
Domestic Abuse Accommodation and

Support strategy, which will help shape how £3.1 million funding will be
invested in services.
The draft joint strategy has been developed by West and East Sussex
county councils and Brighton and Hove City Council.
The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 requires local authorities to publish a strategy setting
out how they will protect and assist survivors of domestic abuse in safe
accommodation.
Alongside the strategy, the three councils have been awarded just over £3.1 million
of government funding, which will go towards implementing the strategy across
Sussex when it is finalised.
Closing date: Sunday 19 December 2021.
•

Share your views on whether a trial booking system at selected recycling
centres should be made permanent.

Book to Recycle has been in place at Bognor Regis, Crawley, Horsham,
Littlehampton, Shoreham-by-Sea and Worthing Recycling Centres since April 2021.
The scheme has greatly reduced waiting times and disruption at peak periods, with
over 410,000 people pre-booking a recycling slot since trials began.
Now, a public consultation has been launched to seek views on making the booking
system permanent, and extending it to include Burgess Hill recycling centre.
Closing date: Tuesday 21 December.
•

Improving frontline firefighter cover at a number of key fire stations is just
one of a number of proposals set out in a new public consultation launched
by our West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service.

The fire and rescue service is proposing to increase firefighter availability at some
stations, to better align its resources to the risks within the county. This will allow
the service to enhance its emergency response, as well as its vital prevention and
protection activity within the community.
The proposals are set out in the service’s draft Community Risk Management Plan
(CRMP), which outlines the fire and rescue service’s key priorities over the course
of the next four years.
You can find more information on the six proposals and take part in the consultation
here.
Closing date: Friday 21 January 2022.

•

Tell us your views on the Environment Agency's draft Flood Risk
Management Plan.

Back in 2016, the first plans were published containing a six year, national strategy
to manage flood risk across England.
As a Lead Local Flood Authority, the county council has been working with the
Environment Agency to review and update the plans for 2021 to 2027.
Closing date: Friday 21 January 2022.

Latest local Covid-19 and vaccination
update
Currently the number of Covid-19 cases in West
Sussex remains higher than the national average.
Please help us to spread the word to residents to
remember the hands, face, space and fresh air
guidance which was crucial to bringing us out of
previous restrictions.
Following these health protection measures is vital in
helping reduce the numbers of positive cases and keeping everyone in West
Sussex Safe.
Please remember to view and share the latest figures on our data dashboard.
Winter Vaccinations
Flu occurs every year, usually in the winter and is highly infectious. This year,
children aged two to 15 will be offered the flu vaccination. For most children, the
vaccine will be given as a spray in each nostril. Please encourage parents to visit
here for more information.
For pregnant women, the free flu vaccine can be booked at their GP, pharmacist or
through their maternity service. They can book an appointment here.
Some people may also be eligible for both the flu and the Covid-19 booster
vaccines such as those with long term health conditions. If they are offered both
vaccines, it's safe to have them at the same time. Find out more about the COVID19 booster vaccine and who can get it.
Vaccination remains the best defence, and it is recommended people get the flu
vaccine as soon as possible.

Let people know that if they have yet to have their Covid-19 vaccination they should
visit the national booking website.
If residents have difficulty getting to a vaccination centre then please let them know
that they can get free transport to and from their appointment.

More local information about the pandemic

Keep a close eye on our social media channels for an advent
calendar beginning on 1 December using some of the
fabulous festive images from our West Sussex Record
Office.
We’d be very grateful if you could retweet/like our posts and
share them on your channels. Residents will also be able to
share images of their vintage Christmas celebrations as well.

More news
To help you keep your residents informed:
•

More than 300 young trees have been safely delivered on two lorries to a
Highways depot – and are now being planted across West Sussex as part of
the County Council’s donate a tree scheme.

•

Road safety heroes have taught more than 5,000 children in the county vital
road safety skills.

•

Hints and tips to stay safe from online scammers as we approach Black
Friday and the Christmas shopping season.

•

Family and friend carers are being urged to know their rights, after a new
report revealed that 81% are now providing more care than they did before
the Covid-19 pandemic began.

Keeping in touch
Please share the information in this eNewsletter widely within your communities.
We welcome any comments or suggestions about the eNewsletter email townandparishcouncilnews@westsussex.gov.uk.

For daily updates, residents can follow us on social media @WSCCNews and
@WestSussexCC.
We are also now on Nextdoor, the app designed with communities in mind. Your
residents can follow the link and join the conversation.
Thank you for your support. Keep safe.

Is this the right e-newsletter for you?
This eNewsletter is for Town and Parish councillors and
clerks in West Sussex. If you are a resident, we
recommend you sign up for our Residents’ eNewsletter,
which has information targeted to you. Sign up for our
eNewsletters here.

19.11.2021 Email from Sussex Police
Stronger sentencing for dog thieves

Yesterday I was delighted to hear that those who
abduct dogs will now face up to five years behind
bars. Pets are much loved family members and the
existing law which saw pet theft treated as theft of
property failed to acknowledge the devastating
emotional impact that the crime can have.
I know from my landmark survey earlier this year
just how passionately pet owners felt about
stronger sentencing being required for this crime which is why I pushed for it as a member
of the Pet Theft Taskforce. I’m glad that following the recommendations of the Taskforce

the Government has now recognised the extreme distress, grief and sense of loss that pet
theft can cause to both owners and their dogs with this amendment to the Kept Animals
Bill.
Today is International Men's Day and so I want to acknowlegdge that men can also be
victims of crimes such as stalking and domestic abuse. In Sussex around 11% of stalking
victims and 4% or domestic abuse victims are male, although its believed that the actual
figures may be much higher due to stigmas surrounding these crimes. If you are
experiencing either of these please do report to Sussex Police. You will be taken seriously.
Support services are also available, whether you choose to report or not, on my Safe Space
Sussex website.

POLICE OFFICERS AND STAFF HELD TO
"UNAPOLOGETICALLY HIGH" STANDARDS

Earlier this week I held my monthly Performance & Accountability Meeting (PAM) with
Chief Constable (CC) Jo Shiner and Deputy Chief Constable (DCC) Julia Chapman. One of
the topics at the top of the agenda was domestic abuse; currently forces must bring
charges for this within six months of it taking place, although the Home Secretary is
considering extending this to two years. I wanted to understand what impact the limit is
having and how many cases are “timing out” as a result. In Sussex 323 cases have timed
out in the last financial year, with a solved rate of 8% for remaining cases.
DCC Chapman told me: “We really welcome any change of the guidelines around charging
timescales and if they are extended it would be a real benefit to victims. When we’re
called to a domestic abuse incident we always go through a risk assessment process which
includes asking about any previous incidents. We will record these as crimes but 42% of
those were reported after the six month deadline had passed giving no opportunity to
investigate and take those forward for prosecution.
“We have noticed that the rise in domestic abuse reports has been in non-recent reports
which hopefully means that victims are more confident in telling us what’s happened to
them and talking about previous history which allows us to understand a true picture of
what’s been happening to that victim and the best way that we can support them and
keep them safe moving forwards.”

CC Shiner also encouraged male victims of domestic abuse to report to the police,
stressing that they will be taken seriously.
I also sought reassurance that Sussex Police are dedicated to identifying police officers and
staff who are abusing their powers which is, understandably, an issue of much concern for
the public following the shocking murder of Sarah Everard. DCC Chapman told me “I’m the
head of our Professional Standards Department and they report in to me as line manager
so I am personally disappointed if any of our officers or staff come to notice for any
offences, particularly of this nature.
“All of our officers and staff are duty bound by a code of conduct which lays out clearly
what our expectations are. We put a huge amount of work in to making sure that people
understand those expectations and we use a number of tactics which I can’t disclose to
identify those we think might be at risk of corruption.”
CC Shiner also said: “We have unapologetically high standards because members of the
public expect these of us so that’s what we should endeavour to deliver.”
If you missed the meeting it's available to watch in the archive.

Katy Bourne OBE, Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner
_________________________________________________________________________

19.11.2021 Email from NALC
Chief Executives Bulletin

Open letter from chairs of NALC, OVW and SLCC
The chairs of the National Association of Local Councils (NALC), One Voice Wales
(OVW) and the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) have written an open letter to all
local (community, parish and town) councils in England and Wales. The letter
reiterates our commitment to work together to lobby on issues that concern us and in
providing expert and professional support to the sector, including our joint work on
civility and respect. The three chairs also ask councils to budget for membership and
invest in training and development.

First newsletter on civility and respect project
The Civility and Respect Working Group has published its first newsletter as part of its
regular communications, such as features in NALC’s LCR magazine and SLCC’s The
Clerk magazine to keep the sector updated on developments as the project
progresses. The first newsletter includes updates on the Civility and Respect Project
mission, project overview, anti-bullying petition, local government call for evidence
regarding the abuse and intimidation of councillors, and a bullying and harassment
statement. You can read more in our news story here.
NALC chair at LGA People and Places Board
NALC’s chair, Cllr Sue Baxter, attended a meeting of the Local Government
Association’s (LGA) People and Places Board this week for a discussion on taking
forward their report on working with local councils and on levelling up. In her
opening remarks, Sue welcomed the report and stressed the importance of principal
councils working with those local councils who were keen to play a bigger role,
proposed a number of ideas for joint work to take the report forward, and reiterated
the points made in our spending review submission about empowering the sector to
help level up communities. It’s fair to say, among the more positive contributions,
there were also several challenging views expressed by councillors about empowering
our sector, including concerns about capability, governance and training. The local
government trade journal LGC covered the meeting in this piece, with this followup article by Jackie Weaver suggesting “their assistance would be of greater value
than their criticism”. I’m really keen we continue to develop a positive and
constructive relationship with the LGA and Sue is following up the meeting directly
with both the chair of the Board and also the chair of the LGA.
Updated legal guidance
Our Legal Topic Note (LTN) 5 on parish and community council meetings has been
updated and separated into versions for England (LTN 5E) and Wales (LTN5W). This
follows legislative changes in Wales as a result of the Local Government and Elections
(Wales) Act 2021. You can find the revised LTNs, along with our extensive suite of over
eighty others, in the member’s area of the NALC website (login required).
On the blog: Localism Act 10 years on
On Monday of this week, the Localism Act marked its ten-year anniversary since
receiving Royal Assent. Our head of policy and communications, Justin Griggs, has
written in the November edition of The Clerk magazine, to reflect on what this
landmark legislation aimed to achieve, which key elements affecting local councils
have worked well or less well and also, what next. You can also read Justin’s article on
the NALC blog.
NALC Management Board
Our Management Board held its last meeting of the year this week, pending the

results of our elections. Councillors reviewed how the board has worked over the last
two years and identified some changes for the new board to consider in the New Year.
They also recommended that NALC’s new committees meet in December to elect their
chairs. And they particularly welcomed the conclusions from our external auditors
that “adequate systems, appropriate for the size of the Association, appear to be in
place for all major aspects of the Association’s business and that they are working
well”.
Elections to NALC Smaller Councils Committee
Last week we provided an update on the nomination process for elections to NALC’s
leadership roles and committees and published information on all nominations on
the NALC Committee Elections page. An election is needed for the directly elected
places on the Smaller Councils’ Committee, which is voted on by smaller councils
only. Can I encourage all smaller councils to register to vote here so that you can make
your vote count and have a say on who represents you at NALC! Once you have
registered to vote you will be emailed a link on 24 November when voting opens to
invite you to vote for your chosen candidates. The vote then closes on 6 December
and results will be announced at the meeting of National Assembly on 8 December. If
you need any help or have any questions, please
contact nalccommittees@nalc.gov.uk
NALC online event on affordable housing
It was great to be joined by over 150 local council colleagues at our ‘Making rural
housing more affordable’ online event on 17 November. Our brilliant line-up of
insightful and expert speakers included Martin Collett from the English Rural Housing
Association, Lord Best who is also chair of the Affordable Housing Commission and
Richard Quallington from Action for Communities in Rural England. Huge thanks to
them for sharing their expertise and advice, as well as to our sponsors BHIB Councils
Insurance, CCLA and Blachere Illumination. I was pleased to see the Parish Councillor’s
Guide to Rural Affordable Housing by the Rural Housing Alliance and Rural Services
Network mentioned several times by our speakers and I’d encourage you to check it
out if you haven’t already.
Last chance to book for Future Communities conference
On the subject of NALC’s online events, there’s still time to book for what is gearing up
to be our event of the year - Future Communities 21 on 2 December. This is now just
two weeks away and keynote speakers include Baroness Tanni Grey-Thompson,
president of the Local Government Association, Lord Evans, chair of the Committee on
Standards in Public Life, Mick King, the Local Government and Social Care Ombudsman
and Jackie Weaver. Our event also provides the chance to discuss and debate the key
issues facing communities, network and share good practice and connect with sectorspecific suppliers. I’m really looking forward to it and I hope to see you there!
Online events in 2022

And one final mention of our online events to remind you what’s lined up in the New
Year. On 26 January our 'Levelling up the nation and our communities’ event will focus
on the government’s levelling up white paper which is due to be published by the end
of this year. Speakers include the director of Onward, Will Tanner and the chief
executive of Power to Change, Vidhya Alaksen. And ‘Working together to make
communities safer’ is the theme for our event on 30 March with speakers Cllr John
Gilli-Ross, chair of Essex Police, Fire and Crime Panel and Caroline Henry, Police and
Crime Commissioner for Nottinghamshire. More information on these events and how
to book is on our online events webpage.
NALC consultations update
A reminder there is still time to respond to our consultation on the Business in the
Community: Call for Evidence by completing a questionnaire on survey monkey by 24
November. And the Consultation on Amendments to the Environmental Permitting
(England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (login required) closes on 26 November, you
can email responses to Chris.Borg@nalc.gov.uk.
And finally…
Local councils in Northamptonshire are set to benefit from the Government’s UK
Community Renewal Fund following a successful application by the Northamptonshire
County Association of Local Council (NCALC) to carry out research on the devolution of
assets and services from unitary councils to local councils. Funding of around £280,000
will be used to gather evidence to enable better decision-making and the potential
development of a devolution framework. Huge well done and congratulations to
NCALC colleagues!

