Rudgwick Parish Council
Weekly Clerk’s Update: 15th November 2021 (Agenda December 2021)
To: Parish Councillors
c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)
Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)
From: Anna Clayton
______________________________________________________________________
The weekly update provides information regarding:
• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk
• Planning information
• Correspondence/communications from parishioners
• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations
List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis.
o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex)
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group)
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission)
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils)
o HDC (Horsham District Council)
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils)
o SSALC (Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils)
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council)
______________________________________________________________________
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions:
GENERAL REMINDER: Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Parish Office staff are
working their regular hours but not always in the office. If you wish to speak face to face to a
member of staff, please contact the Clerk on 07927 702321 during her office working hours
(Monday – Wednesday 9.30 – 15.30).
•
•
•

Churchmans Meadow - New parts now provided for playpark damage- to be fitted.
Despite efforts, unable to fix new parts;
Rudgwick Car Park – damaged basketball hoop reported. Clerk to investigate replacement;

New Applications (Delegated Decision)
New Planning Applications

Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

DISC/21/0304
04.11.2021

Boreham House,
Church Street,
Rudgwick

DC/21/2482
16.11.2021

Land South of
Guildford Road, Bucks
Green

DC/21/2163
19.11.2021

Tamburlain, Church
Street, Rudgwick

DC/21/0941
16.11.2021

24 Summerfold,
Rudgwick

DC/21/2554
19.11.2021

Brambledene, Lynwick
Street, Rudgwick

Approval of details reserved
by conditions 3, 4 and 7 to
approved application
DC/19/1229
Erection of 43 dwellings,
creation of a new pedestrian
and vehicle access, public
open space, landscaping and
associated development.
Erection of a wooden fence to
the front of the property
(Retrospective).
Erection of a single storey
side extension and creation of
new hardstanding for parking.
Demolition of existing
detached garage and erection
of a two-storey side extension
with associated works.

Recommendation

Response
Date
24.11.2021

08.12.2021

10.12.2021

07.12.2021

10.12.2021

New Applications
For discussion at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13 December 2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Response
Date

Decisions
HDC Council Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13 December 2021
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

HDC
Decision

Applications going to Committee

Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13 December 2021
Application
No

Applicant

Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee
Date

Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13 December 2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Public
Recommendation Inquiry/Written
Representation

Enforcement Numbers
Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13 December 2021

HDC Enforcement
Email dated 15.11.2021
Some of you may be aware that we have been seeking court dates for some considerable time to
proceed with a number of planning enforcement cases. This has not been possible due to the
backlog in the courts due to Covid. I am pleased to report that we now have two days booked in
court 2nd and 9th December for non-compliance with effective Enforcement Notices. These relate to
the following:
•

EN/18/0170- Land at Windacres Farm, Church Street, Rudgwick- Without planning
permission, the change of use of the Land from use for agricultural purposes to mixed use
for agriculture and for the stationing of a storage container for human habitation which
constitutes the unauthorised material change of use of the Land.

•

EN/19/0057- Plot 9 Ravens Wood, Guildford Road, Rudgwick- Without planning
permission, the material change of use of the land from agricultural land to use for
residential purposes including the stationing of a caravan used for human habitation, the
stationing of a touring caravan together with the storage of vehicles used in connection with
this use and other residential paraphernalia and associated laying of hard standing on the
land

We will of course keep you updated on the progress made at court. If you have any questions on
these particular sites please let myself and Maddy know.
Kind regards, Emma
Emma Parkes
Head of Development and Building Control
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Correspondence/communications from parishioners / to the Council
Email dated 19.11.2021 from WSCC
Health and Adult Social Care Scrutiny Committee to hear update on stroke services

news release
Health and Adult Social Care Scrutiny Committee to hear update on stroke services
An update on stroke services in West Sussex will be presented to members of the Health and Adult
Social Care Scrutiny Committee (HASC) next week.
The Committee will meet from 10.30am on Friday, 26 November at County Hall, in Chichester.
West Sussex Clinical Commissioning Group will report on the latest progress regarding the West Sussex
Stroke Programme, which aims to improve provision of stroke services in the coastal area of the county.
Committee members will also hear from the council’s Executive Director of Adults and Health who will
update on Quality Assurance in Adults’ Services.
The full meeting agenda is available on the website.
Residents and other interested parties will be able to watch the meeting live via the County Council
public i.tv portal.
Due to the need to maintain the safety and wellbeing of all persons using the building and the council’s
continuing focus on managing risk to the community, there will be a reduced capacity public gallery
available to anyone wishing to attend and view the meeting in person.
Admission is by ticket only, bookable in advance by emailing: democratic.services@westsussex.gov.uk.

Details of Covid-19 safety measures in place at County Hall will be provided to anyone booking to attend
in person.

_________________________________________________________________________________
Email dated 19.11.2021 from WSALC
Civility and Respect Newsletter - note from Trevor Leggo
It is a sad fact that poor behaviour by a small minority of councillors appears to be on the increase
and from the position I occupy hardly a week goes by without me being made aware of an incident.
Usually the incivility is directed at the Clerk or another member of staff, sometimes in front of other
councillors who may choose not to challenge unacceptable behaviour.
If left unresolved this situation can lead to the following :
•

•
•

The employee brings a Grievance against the employing council for failure to protect them
from harassment or bullying; this brings with it the cost of independent investigation and
might lead to a claim for constructive dismissal
The employee resigns and moves to other employment, which brings a period of disruption
and the likelihood of few or no applicants for the vacancy
The Council acquires reputational damage and can have difficulty in attracting experienced
staff

Whilst this might seem dramatic, please be assured the situation is real and can be nipped in the
bud if other councillors stand up to the poor behaviour of one of their number. In a recent case the
councillor’s defence was ‘ I am only trying to get them to do their job’ – not his role but that of the
Council as a body corporate or a Staffing / Personnel Committee.
You will appreciate the Code of Conduct carries no sanctions and although the Committee on
Standards in Public Life recommended their re-instatement to Government in January 2019, it is
unlikely sufficient Parliamentary time will be found for the matter to be debated. The proposals set
out in the attached newsletter seek to address the matter by a different route and I would urge all
clerks, support staff and councillors to sign the petition.
Trevor Leggo
WSALC Limited
Phone 03303 450597
Website www.wsalc.co.uk
9 Pound Lane, Godalming, Surrey, GU7 1BX
Company no 8500937 registered in England

_________________________________________________________________________________

Email dated 18.11.2021 from WSCC
Donate a tree scheme takes root with start of planting ‘season’

news release
Donate a tree scheme takes root with start of planting ‘season’

More than 300 young trees have been safely delivered on two lorries to a Highways depot – and are
now being planted across West Sussex as part of the County Council’s donate a tree scheme.

The majority have been part-funded by residents and will be planted near their homes, or an
appropriate “green space”. All sites are subject to a visit by an arboriculturist to check for suitability.
The other trees have been fully funded by the
council.
For the first three years after planting, each tree
will receive an annual visit from the Young Tree
Maintenance Team. They will inspect and carry
out any routine maintenance/pruning required.
Horsham born-and-bred Sue Sheppard and some
neighbours contributed a Flowering Japanese
Cherry through the scheme. Sue explained: “A
tree blew down last winter in the grass area in
front of our homes in Horsham and fell over a
footpath. I was on the council’s website, looking
at how to report it, when I noticed the Donate a
Tree scheme and thought it sounded interesting.
“A group of neighbours started a WhatsApp
group when Covid-19 started and a number of us
clubbed together to contribute to the scheme.”
Picture captions: (Top) Phil Chesters from
contractor Balfour Beatty Living Places with some of the young trees delivered to a county council
Highways depot
Above, Tom Williams from Balfour Beatty Living Places delivers a Flowering Japanese Cherry tree to Sue
Sheppard and neighbours
____________________________________________________________________________

Email dated 18.11.2021 from WSALC
Local Government Bulletin 17 November
Please find a link to the Local Government Bulletin below:
https://rudgwickpc.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/webpage/EcUGu6AUqBNu7Vzf0FHG0IBLnisGs5FNHs4DSwGvtGO0w?e=qIrpjy

Email dated 18.11.2021 from HDC
Agenda published: Meeting of Thursday, 25th November, 2021 5.30 pm, Cabinet

Council and cabinet meetings
Agendas, minutes and publications

Wednesday, 17th November, 2021, 4.33 pm - Agenda published: Meeting of
Thursday, 25th November, 2021 5.30 pm, Cabinet.

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

________________________________________________________________________________________

Email dated 18.11.2021 from WSALC
A message from the Chief Fire Officer of West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service, Sabrina CohenHatton:
West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service has launched a public consultation around our proposals for our
Community Risk Management Plan 2022 – 2026.
This document sets out the direction of the service over the next four years, and as part of this we
have six proposals that we are seeking feedback on.

I would like to invite you to view these proposals and take part in our public consultation.
You can find these proposals, along with the survey to take part, on our dedicated Community Risk
Management Plan website here.
The proposals include:
•
Enhancing our retained (on-call) operating model
•
Weekend protection, prevention and response improvements
•
Improving protection, prevention and response performance in rural areas
•
How WSFRS should deal with false alarms from automatic fire systems
•
When we should review our Emergency Response Standards
•
How WSFRS proposes to undertake a review of our specialist appliance requirements to
consider current and future risks to firefighter and public safety
This is a key opportunity for our communities and all partners to have their say on our proposals,
and we will assess all of the responses and use to inform our final CRMP which we intend to publish
in spring 2022.
I would like to take this opportunity to encourage you to visit the consultation homepage and take
part in our consultation.
The closing date for responses is Friday 21 January 2022.
You can find more information on the six proposals and take part in the consultation here.
Sabrina Cohen-Hatton, Chief Fire Officer, West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service
WSALC Limited
Phone 03303 450597
Website www.wsalc.co.uk
9 Pound Lane, Godalming, Surrey, GU7 1BX
Company no 8500937 registered in England

_________________________________________________________________________________
Email dated 17.11.2021 from NALC
NALC Newsletter

Open letter from NALC, OVW and SLCC
NALC, One Voice Wales and SLCC have published an
open letter to all local (community, parish and town)
councils in England and Wales.

NALC committee election update
NALC has recently opened the nomination process
for elections to leadership roles and committees —
find out more.

Onward report calls for levelling up
Onward's report argues government white paper
should include the expansion of neighbourhood
control through local (parish and town) councils.

Improvement and Development Board
Agenda papers for the Improvement and
Development Board meeting on 18 November 2021
are now available — view agenda.

New blog by Aubergine
In our latest blog, Aubergine talk about councils
using digital communication to make content
accessible for everyone.

Email dated 17.11.2021 from WSCC
Have your say on £3.1 million investment into Sussex domestic abuse strategy

news release
Have your say on £3.1 million investment into Sussex domestic abuse strategy
Residents and communities are being asked for their views on a draft Sussex-wide Domestic
Abuse Accommodation and Support strategy, which will help shape how £3.1 million funding will
be invested in services.
The draft joint strategy has been developed by West and East Sussex County Councils and
Brighton and Hove City Council.
The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 requires local authorities to publish a strategy setting out how they
will protect and assist survivors of domestic abuse in safe accommodation.
Alongside the strategy, the three councils have been awarded just over £3.1 million of
government funding, which will go towards implementing the strategy across Sussex when it is
finalised.
More than 70 stakeholders, professionals, service providers and domestic abuse survivors took
part in engagement meetings to inform the draft strategy.
This work helped all parties to understand what was currently available to victims and survivors
of domestic abuse and to identify gaps and opportunities for improving the offer.
Amanda Jupp, West Sussex County Council Cabinet Member for Adults’ Services, said: “Since the
pandemic began last year, the plight of domestic abuse has become more and more prominent
as people in abusive relationships were stuck with their abusers for prolonged periods of time,
potentially unable to get help from support groups or friends and family members.
“This draft strategy takes much learning from the pandemic and will help to guide us, as well as
our fellow Sussex authorities, in giving the right support when it is needed as we move forward in
these uncertain times.
“We believe the proposed strategy will make a real difference to the lives of survivors and their
children, and we would really like the support of our residents in helping to inform what the
strategy should look like. What you tell us will help us to get it right and make the most of the
additional funding that is being provided.”
The strategy will be reviewed and refreshed every three years in response to the changing needs
of victims and survivors of domestic violence and abuse.

You can complete the online survey by visiting yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk. The consultation
closes on Sunday 19 December 2021.
The strategy will then be updated based on people’s comments ready for the final version to be
published in January 2022.
If you require any of the information for the draft Domestic Abuse Accommodation and Support
Strategy in an alternative format, please call 0330 222 4248 or email
faye.mills.may@westsussex.gov.uk.
If you are deaf or hard of hearing and have an NGT texting app installed on your computer,
laptop or smartphone, you can contact 18001 0330 222 4248.
____________________________________________________________________________

Email dated 16.11.2021 from WSCC
Cabinet approves improvement changes to adult care and support

news release
Cabinet approves improvement changes to adult care and support
West Sussex County Council’s Cabinet has approved proposals that will enable two adult social care
services in the county to be provided more effectively and help manage growing demand.
Cabinet members took the decisions as part of the county council’s priority commitment to support
people to live independently for longer, minimising the need for long-term services while making the
best use of resources.
This includes moving away from costly under-used residential and day centre buildings to developing
support closer to where people live, including in their own homes, maximising the capacity to support
vulnerable people.

The two proposals being taken forward are:
1. To improve short-term care services in the Chichester and Bognor Regis areas, building on the success
of a scheme which supports people in their own homes on discharge from hospital. We will also
continue to offer short-term residential care through existing contracts with care providers, rather than
a stay in a Marjorie Cobby House, a council-owned residential home in Selsey.
2. To provide more flexibility and choice to older people and their families looking for day services,
including respite care and community activities across West Sussex.
As part of these proposals, a decision was taken to close Marjorie Cobby House and six Shaw Healthcare
day services, ensuring alternative support is provided more effectively and sustainably.
The decisions do not reduce services available to people, but instead offer support and care to people in
alternative ways which still meets the individual needs of residents.
The decisions reflect the change in demand and the need to ensure that services are cost effective. This
is critical as demographic pressures continue to increase across adult social care. The efficient use of all
available resources will also help protect other vital services.
Cllr Amanda Jupp, Cabinet Member for Adults’ Services, said: “It is important that our services continue
to meet and reflect the needs of those who use them.
“I believe that the decisions made today will give sustainable and longer-term options for people who
need support now as well as those who may need it in the future.
“Both decisions followed widely promoted consultation with those who would be affected, together
with organisations who support adults in our local communities.
“I would like to thank everyone who shared their views on these proposals as well as reassure them that
Cabinet have taken this feedback into consideration when making these decisions.
“I truly believe that these decisions are in the best interests of people living in West Sussex, but I also
acknowledge that they may not please everyone,” added Cllr Jupp.
Subject to both decisions clearing the county council’s normal ‘call-in’ period (25 November) then work
will begin to implement them.
The full decision reports on the futures of Marjorie Cobby House and Shaw Healthcare Older People Day
Services are also available on the county council’s website.
ENDS

Notes to editors
See below for further information related to the two separate decisions taken by the county council’s
Cabinet.
Short-term care services
To improve short-term care services in the Chichester and Bognor Regis areas Cabinet agreed to focus
efforts on supporting more people in their own homes on discharge from hospital and offer short-term
residential care through existing contracts with care providers, rather than a stay in a Marjorie Cobby
House, a council-owned residential home in Selsey.
For those who do require short-term residential care services in the Chichester and Bognor Regis areas,
places will be organised through a range of local care providers. This will include up to eight specialist
reablement care places through Shaw Healthcare with whom the county council already has a longstanding contract.
The full number of beds available at Marjorie Cobby House in Selsey have not been used in recent years
and a review of capacity and demand has identified that the need for all 34 beds no longer exists.
Additionally, the Marjorie Cobby House building is no longer suitable to accommodate people with more
physical complex care needs without further and significant capital investment.
Many respondents to the recent consultation did not agree with the proposals and shared positive
experiences of the service, emphasising its importance for the local community. However, Cabinet
noted that whilst the facility is based in Selsey it is a service that is primarily used by people across the
Chichester and Bognor Regis areas. It was agreed that the county council must take account of the
increasing long-term needs of the local population and ensure services are cost effective.
There is a commitment that alternative arrangements provided will reflect what people told us is most
important to them when receiving short-term care away from their homes. This includes, for example,
regular visits from occupational therapists, rehabilitation support and accessible buildings where people
can move around safely. It is also important that family and friends can visit regularly.
The Executive Director of Adults and Health will make the final decision on exactly when the service at
Marjorie Cobby House will end. This will ensure short-term care is available during the winter period, if
required, to support the current pressures faced by the local NHS and allow for a community-based
service to be developed.
Shaw Healthcare Older People Day Services

To provide more flexibility and choice to older people and their families looking for day services
including respite care and activities across West Sussex, Cabinet agreed not to reopen six Shaw
Healthcare day services for older people.
Currently, day services commissioned from Shaw Healthcare remain closed, as they have been since the
introduction of Covid-19 restrictions in March 2020. Those who were affected by the closures were
offered alternative support throughout this period.
A review of the services prior to March 2021 found that they were under-used, running at 40% capacity,
with insufficient demand for places, thus not representing good value for money.
Responses to the public consultation emphasised the importance of day services to people needing
support as well as their carers. This included opportunities for regular social interaction outside the
home and the provision of support for people with more complex needs. The views of respondents
were carefully considered by the Cabinet within the context of the need to provide cost-effective
services in the longer term.
Residents, together with their family and friend carers, will be offered more flexibility and choice on the
long-term options available to them, including alternatives based in local communities. Many of these
will be closer to people’s homes and reduce the need for them to travel longer distances.
Cabinet did acknowledge however that some individuals may still benefit from attending a day service
and confirmed that places will be offered through the county council’s own day services.
___________________________________________________________________________

Email dated 16.11.2021 from HDC
Latest news: Town centre marks Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day | Buy Local this
Christmas | Electric charging point contract set to benefit thousands

Latest news and information
Buy Local this Christmas
This Christmas, Horsham District Council is encouraging the
public to “Buy Local, Gift Happy” as part of their ongoing Buy
Local Campaign to support local independent businesses.
The campaign reminds local people and shoppers that
Horsham District has everything you need to make this
Christmas an extra special one. From gifts and wrapping, to
decorations and Christmas lights.

Read more

Acts of Remembrance in Horsham
Last week two acts of Remembrance took place to reflect and honour those who serve and
sacrifice, and acknowledge the innocent lives lost through conflict.

Armistice Day
the Horsham Branch of the Royal British Legion, in
conjunction with Horsham District Council held a short
wreath laying ceremony at the War Memorial in the Carfax
in Horsham on 11 November for those wishing to remember
at the ‘eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh
month’.
Horsham District Council Chairman Cllr David Skipp led the
wreath laying on behalf of the people of Horsham District
with wreaths also being laid by Zäl Rustom Chairman of the
Horsham Branch of the Royal British Legion and Jeremy
Quin MP.
The Rev’d Canon Lisa Barnett addressed the audience and said prayers.
The ceremony was also attended by World War 2 veteran 98 year old Geoffrey Weaving
(pictured).

Remembrance Sunday
A respectful act of remembrance was marked this year at the
War Memorial in Horsham’s Carfax on Sunday 14 November.
Horsham District Council Chairman Cllr David Skipp led the
wreath laying on behalf of the people of the Horsham District.
Wreaths were also laid by Cllr Karen Burgess on behalf of
Jeremy Quin MP and by Cllr Andrew Baldwin on behalf of
West Sussex County Council.
Horsham District Council’s Cllr Martin Boffey played at two
Remembrance services; on Armistice Day and on
Remembrance Sunday, as well as other services in Horsham throughout the week.

UK's largest electric vehicle charging
project set to benefit thousands of drivers
in Horsham District
As a result of close collaboration between Horsham District
Council and West Sussex County Council a major electric
vehicle charging point project contract has now been
signed with Connected Kerb which will enable the large
scale roll out of thousands of public electric vehicle
chargepoints across the county and Horsham District within
the next decade.
For the Horsham District, this project will see thousands of
chargepoints installed on streets, in public sector car parks
and on community facilities, helping many drivers without
off street parking to go electric.
This project will be part of the UK’s largest electric vehicle chargepoint deployment by a
local authority.

Read more

Horsham Chairman hosts French twin
town visitors

Horsham District Council Chairman Cllr David Skipp
welcomed representatives from Horsham’s French twin town,
Saint Maxent L’Ecole to Horsham on Friday 5 November.
The French delegates were the Mayor of Saint-Maixent
École, Monsieur Stephane Baudry and Madame Karine Bris,
Secretary of the Twinning Association.
During their visit they did a tour of the town stopping off at
The Pavilions in the Park Leisure Centre, the Capitol,
Horsham Museum and Art Gallery, St Mary’s Church in the
Causeway and the Council’s offices at Parkside where they
met the senior leadership team.

Read more

Council cracks down on fly-tipping
Horsham District Council is clamping down on the activities
of fly-tippers, having successfully issued three substantial
fines recently.
Two of the three Fixed Penalty Notice fines were issued to
individuals for failing their duty of care to ensure that
contractors employed by them had a valid Waste Carrier
Licence.
Fines of £400 were issued, these were reduced to £250 for
early payment.
If you hire someone to dispose of your rubbish, always
check they have a Waste Carrier Licence, or you could
be fined if they fly-tip the waste.

Read more

Local retailers benefit from Shop
Improvement Grant boost

Multiple independent businesses from Horsham District’s
high streets have benefitted in recent months from some
£80,000 of grant funding to improve the appearance of their
premises, courtesy of Horsham District Council.
Here, we talk to local businesses Christina's in Henfield and
Deja! in Horsham about the grant and what it's meant for
them.

Read more

More news from Horsham District Council

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Email dated 15.11.2021 from West Sussex Fire & Rescue
Have your say on the future of your fire and rescue service!

news release
Have your say on the future of your fire and rescue service!

Improving frontline firefighter cover at a number of key fire stations is just one of a number of proposals
set out in a new public consultation launched by West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service.
The fire and rescue service is proposing to increase firefighter availability at some stations, to better
align its resources to the risks within the county. This will allow the service to enhance its emergency
response, as well as its vital prevention and protection activity within the community.

The proposals are set out in the service’s draft Community Risk Management Plan (CRMP), which
outlines the fire and rescue service’s key priorities over the course of the next four years.
The proposals include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Enhancing our retained (on-call) operating model
Weekend protection, prevention and response improvements
Improving protection, prevention and response performance in rural areas
How WSFRS should deal with false alarms from automatic fire systems
When we should review our Emergency Response Standards
How WSFRS proposes to undertake a review of our specialist appliance requirements to consider
current and future risks to firefighter and public safety

The service is now calling on residents from all corners of the county to have their say on its
improvement proposals for the future of the service.
Cabinet Member for Community Support, Fire & Rescue, Duncan Crow said: “The CRMP is a document
that identifies all foreseeable risk that could affect our communities. It helps us to work out where we
need our staff and resources, so that we can respond to high-risk incidents and plan how to deliver our
vital prevention and protection work.
“It’s our job as a fire and rescue service to understand and manage risk, and we would like you to
answer six questions as part of our public consultation to help shape the direction of our service. You’ll
be helping to influence our four-year plan for making West Sussex safer. You can visit our consultation
website in order to take part and give us your views, or we can send you out a paper copy of our
proposals and the survey to complete if you don’t have access to the internet.”
Chief Fire Officer, Sabrina Cohen-Hatton, said: “This is a key opportunity for residents, our emergency
service partners, and other key partners we work with to have their say on our proposals. We want to
hear what people from all walks of life have to say about our planned proposals. We will assess all of the
responses we receive and use this to inform our final CRMP which we intend to publish in spring 2022.”
You can find more information on the six proposals and take part in the consultation here.
The closing date for responses is Friday 21 January 2022.

_________________________________________________________________________________

Email dated 15.11.2021 from WSCC
‘Road safety heroes’ teach 5,000-plus children cycling skills

news release
‘Road safety heroes’ teach 5,000-plus children cycling skills

Today is the start of National Road Safety week (15 to 21 November), but week-in, week-out since
Covid-19 restrictions eased and schools reopened, the County Council’s Bikeability team has been
teaching children how to ride safely … with just over 5,000 youngsters trained so far this year.
Bikeability, which used to be known as Cycle Proficiency training, is designed to give children the skills
and confidence for cycling on today’s roads.
Joy Dennis, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport, said: “The theme of Road Safety Week 2021
is road safety heroes, celebrating the heroic work of road safety professionals.
“I want to thank everyone who contributes to keeping the county’s roads safe. This includes the police
and our fire and rescue service, our 61 school crossing patrols who see children and parents across the
county’s roads every school day in all weathers, and, of course, our highway officers and contractor
Balfour Beatty Living Places who, so far this year, have been called out to more than 2,600 emergencies,
such as roads blocked by fallen trees and flooding, and keep a constant eye on the weather, ready to
deploy our fleet of 19 gritters.
“But I also want to commend our Bikeability team of instructors. Investing in the future generations’
safety is so important and I congratulate the team for its hard work: even when the closure of schools
meant courses had to be suspended last year, a team of instructors repaired abandoned bicycles
destined for NHS workers.”

Since re-starting in March this year, the 5,000-plus children have received Bikeability Level One and Two
training, taking them from the basics of balance and control, through to planning and making
independent journeys on busier roads.
Bikeability Balance courses were also re-launched in September for pupils in Reception and Year 1. This
is a series of school-based sessions using games and balance bikes to develop their handling and
awareness that aims to prepare children in Reception and Year 1 with the skills that they will need to
take part in Bikeability Level One.
Our Wheels for all Project, run in partnership with Horsham District Council, re-started at Easter and ran
through to the end of October. Horsham Wheels for ALL inclusive cycling | Horsham District Council

Bikeability instructor Natalie: ‘At the end of their training sessions, I love to see the children beaming
from the experience’
Natalie Perrin has been a Bikeability instructor for six years and teaches cycling skills to children in the
area between Littlehampton and Chichester. Here she answers some questions to explain why she finds
her job so rewarding and identifies some of its challenges, too.
Natalie is pictured, above, with two Southway Primary School pupils in Bognor Regis.

What have been some of the highlights of your role as a Bikeability instructor, to date, and the most
rewarding moment you can recall?
I really enjoy working with children who aren’t necessarily that experienced on the bike. We often have
riders who, for whatever reason, have not had access to a bicycle or an area near their home where
they can practise their riding skills. When we meet them, they can be nervous and lacking selfconfidence when cycling. We always begin training with Bikeability Level 1. This session takes place in
traffic-free environments and allows us to help them develop their basic bicycle controls skills, in
preparation for riding on the road. It is great to see their self-confidence grow. I find it very rewarding
progressing these riders onto roads and seeing them begin to make decisions independently. At the end
of their training sessions, I love to see the children beaming from the experience!
What have been some of the challenges?
We often train in locations that are quite rural, or have speed limits of above 40mph, which we avoid
using for Level 2 training. This means we must find roads suitable for use that still present us with the
level of traffic needed to carry out the Bikeability syllabus outcomes. We also try to use roads that our
riders are likely to use again in the future, perhaps if cycling to school or a friend’s house. Often, the
County Council instructors will advise each other on suitable roads, if they have local knowledge of
them. It’s very satisfying when you string together a suitable and realistic cycling route.
Would you recommend becoming a Bikeability instructor to anyone reading this who might be
thinking the role appeals to them? What would you say are the key skills they would need?
Yes! Obviously, this job will be appealing to anyone either interested in cycling already or enjoys
working with young people. I personally really enjoy the variety of personalities I am able to engage
with. I enjoy understanding the needs of each rider and challenging myself to ensure we meet those
needs. Bikeability helps young riders develop a riding strategy and road safety awareness whilst also
helping to keep them fit and active. I think anyone wishing to become an instructor should have
patience, empathy with their riders and be positive. Don’t worry if you haven’t had experience of
instructing or cycle maintenance as this is all covered during your training! Finally, make be sure you like
working outdoors. We train all-year-round, even in the cold and rain!
Find out more about Bikeability on our website.
How we can all play a part in making journeys safer for everyone
The County Council is responsible for maintaining around 2,500 miles of road: A and B roads are
ordinarily inspected monthly, C-class and main distributor roads on a three or six-monthly basis and
declassified roads are typically inspected annually.
•

Our highways officers cannot be everywhere, so the public’s eyes and help in spotting and
reporting concerns, such as a pothole or overhanging tree branch, are really appreciated, and

this can be reported via our website. If a concern is a significant and immediate risk to public
safety, please phone 01243 642105.
•

There’s lots of general information about road safety on our website, too

•

There are 61 School Crossing Patrols (SCPs) across West Sussex, seeing children and parents
across roads in all weathers during term time. There are a number of vacancies and anyone
interested in becoming a SCP can find out more on our website

•

The County Council, including West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service, is a partner in the Sussex
Safer Roads Partnership (SSRP). The partnership also includes teams from Brighton and Hove City
Council, East Sussex County Council, East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service, Highways England and
Sussex Police. The SSRP continues its work to reduce road casualties across Sussex with
education, engagement, enforcement and engineering.
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Email dated 16.11.2021 from Rural Services Network
Rural Bulletin

Rural Lens Review of Heat and Buildings Strategy
Published on 19th October, the Governments Heat and Buildings Strategy sets out its plan to
significantly cut carbon emissions from the UK’s 30 million homes and workplaces in a simple, lowcost and green way whilst ensuring this remains affordable and fair for households across the
country. Like the transition to electric vehicles, this will be a gradual transition which will start by
incentivizing consumers and driving down costs.
The RSN has examined the strategy through a Rural Lens, this is a series of work published by
the RSN, where we have reviewed Government strategies and plans from a rural perspective,
highlighting your attention to key parts that may affect your rural communities and service delivery.

Read more...

Chair of Rural Services
Network re-elected

Countryside COP
recommendations

Rural businesses miss out on
£300m funding pot

3,835 UK Schools are in
Postcodes with No Access to
Full Fibre

Regeneration of brownfield
sites is creating much-needed
housing

Barclays to close more bank
branches in 2022

New member wins prestigious
conservation award

Rural firms ‘losing out’ after
EU funds replaced

Rural Related Politics - An
RSN weekly review

The RSN are delighted to re-appoint Cecilia Motley as their Chair for the forthcoming year and the
Members of the Executive were also reappointed. We look forward to working together on behalf of rural
communities over the next twelve months.

RO trend and proportion analysis
Within the Local Authority Finance section of the RSN website an updated analysis of the outturn data of
local authority revenue expenditure and financing has now been released with provisional data for the
financial year April 2020 to March 2021. The analysis provides the expenditure per head for each service
area, the corresponding percentage of total service expenditure, and in both cases an average for
authorities of same class and classification.
- View this analysis here

In Hinterland this week - remembrance, COP’s rural implications, budget slight of hand to give rural
areas a lesser deal in the successor to EU funding, hospitals at bursting point, profiteering in social
care and the challenges of spending a rural penny. For more information read on...

Looking for funding for your local project
or community group? Read the
latest edition of the Funding Digest here

Read the latest Government
Consultations that may be relevant to
rural communities here

Member Insights is the place to discover
the statistics that define communities
within our membership

Find out about our campaign for fairer
funding for rural areas here
This includes our work on the Local
Government Finance Settlement

Visit the Members Insights here

