Rudgwick Parish Council
Weekly Clerk’s Update: 1st November 2021 (Agenda November 2021)
To: Parish Councillors
c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)
Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)
From: Anna Clayton
______________________________________________________________________
The weekly update provides information regarding:
• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk
• Planning information
• Correspondence/communications from parishioners
• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations
List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis.
o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex)
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group)
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission)
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils)
o HDC (Horsham District Council)
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils)
o SSALC (Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils)
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council)
______________________________________________________________________
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions:
GENERAL REMINDER: Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Parish Office staff are
working their regular hours but not always in the office. If you wish to speak face to face to a
member of staff, please contact the Clerk on 07927 702321 during her office working hours
(Monday – Wednesday 9.30 – 15.30).
•
•

Interim Internal Audit has taken place
The goal post fittings have been damaged, for Health & Safety reasons and temporary fence has
been erected to prevent a trip hazard.

•

A dead tree on the A281, almost in the hedge ,on the right-hand side heading towards
Horsham soon after the Downs Link crossing, has been reported to WSCC on the
Lovewestsussex website.
The owners of The Old Parsonage have been contacted re the overhanging trees which are
obscuring vision of the road, on the left-hand side.

•

New Applications (Delegated Decision)
New Planning Applications for consideration by Delegated Decision and noting at the Rudgwick Parish
Council Meeting 13 December 2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Response
Date

DC/21/2487
05.11.2021

31 Woodfield Road,
Rudgwick

Surgery to x2 Oak trees

26.11.2021

DC/21/2398
05.11.2021

Land North West of
Swaynes Farm,
Guildford Road,
Rudgwick

Change of use of the land to
allow siting of 4No. pods for
holiday accommodation along
with associated parking and
access improvements (part
retrospective).

26.11.2021

New Applications
For discussion at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 8 November 2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

S106/21/0022
26.10.2021

26 Plot 29 Pondfield
Road, Rudgwick

Deed of Variation to
permit full staircasing of
the two Shared
Ownership dwellings
pursuant to planning
permission RW/60/98.

Recommendation

Response
Date
22.11.2021

Decisions
HDC Council Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 8 November 2021
Application
No
DC/21/2342

Applicant

Reason for Application

Dukes House, Cox
Green, Rudgwick

Fell x1 Ash and Surgery x1 Ash
(Works to trees in Conservation
Area)

RPC
Recommendation
No objection

HDC
Decision
Permitted

Applications going to Committee

Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 8 November 2021
Application
No

Applicant

Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee
Date

Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 8 November 2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Public
Recommendation Inquiry/Written
Representation

Enforcement Numbers
Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 8 November 2021

Correspondence from WSCC
Email dated 04.11.2021
Arriva 63 Service - Guildford/Rudgwick/Slinfold/Horsham
You may now be aware that Stagecoach are registered to take over operation of the 63 service with
effect from 18th December 2021, the timetable is generally as operates currently with a couple of
minor tweaks and if anything a slight improvement.
As published on Surrey CC’s website it will operate in conjunction with the 53 service and should
therefore mean a smooth transition.
Correspondence/communications from parishioners / to the Council
05.11.2021 Email from Gatwick Airport Ltd
Gatwick Airport Airspace and Noise Public Meeting - Thursday 2 December 2021
As a representative of the community who may have an interest in airspace and noise management at
Gatwick Airport Limited (GAL), Gatwick would like to invite you to their annual Airspace and Noise public
meeting which is scheduled to take place on Thursday 2 December 2021, 12:30-14:00.
Gatwick works hard to respond to the concerns of local communities regarding airspace and noise. Every
year the airport holds an airspace and noise public meeting to reflect on progress over the past year and
provide a look ahead on our noise management and airspace plans. This year’s meeting is an opportunity to:
•
•
•

Hear from Gatwick and industry about the impact that Covid-19 has had on operations, and changes
to how the airspace is used.
Hear how Gatwick and its industry and community partners work together to manage aviation noise.
Ask questions of Gatwick and industry representatives.

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the meeting will take place virtually via Zoom Webinar. A programme and
links to the meeting and polling platform - through which you will be able to submit questions - will be
circulated closer to the event.
To register for the event, please click here.
If you feel able, please share this invitation with anyone that would find it of interest.
We look forward to welcoming you, virtually, on the day.
Kind regards, Melanie
Melanie Wrightson
Stakeholder Engagement Manager
____________________________________________________________________________

05.11.2021 Email from WSCC
Governance Committee to discuss procedures at council meetings

news release
Governance Committee to discuss procedures at council meetings
On Monday 15 November 2021, the West Sussex County Council Governance Committee will be
meeting at County Hall, Chichester.
Items on the agenda include:
•
•
•

changes to the procedure at council meetings,
minor changes to the Constitution,
a review of the plans for all council and committee meetings up until the end of March 2022,
which have regularly been under review since the start of the pandemic.

The full agenda for the meeting can be found here.
There is limited public access to the meeting with admission by ticket only and bookable in advance by
emailing democratic.services@westsussex.gov.uk.
Details of Covid-19 safety measures in place at County Hall will be provided to anyone booking to attend
in person.

_________________________________________________________________________________
03.11.2021 Email from WSCC
Global Challenges – local initiatives
4 N ovem ber 2021

Global challenges - local initiatives
With COP26 well underway, in West Sussex we’re
continuing the challenges of encouraging residents to
make active travel choices and reducing carbon
emissions across the county.
Initiatives include:
•

working with bus and coach operators on a Bus
Service Improvement Plan

•

the West Sussex Transport Plan, which will set
out how we intend to balance our environmental, economic and social
objectives and resolve conflicts between them

•

the development of the next package of cycling and walking schemes and
promotional activity following a central government grant of £274,900.

More info on local highways initiatives
It’s Energy Day at COP26 today,
and in West Sussex we’re
increasing the amount of clean
energy we generate and use. We
own and operate two solar farms
and we’ve integrated renewable
energy technology into council
buildings and installed solar panels
on more than 80 of our schools.
Our use of energy storage too will help to balance supply and demand on the
electricity grid and, ultimately, support the integration of more renewable energy
generators.

Local renewable energy projects

Stay safe on Bonfire Night
If you’re celebrating Bonfire Night this year and
meeting up with friends and family, staying
outdoors is the safest way to protect yourself and
others from spreading Covid-19.
Please continue to wash hands often, wear a face
covering when it is difficult to maintain social
distance and leave space between other people.
If you do meet inside, let fresh air in to help let
virus particles out.
Before you head out, take a test to make sure
you’re not infected. If you test positive or have any Covid-19 symptoms, self-isolate
and book a PCR test immediately, either online or by calling 119.
West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service is also reminding people to take extra care if
you plan to mark the occasion with fireworks.

In the wrong hands, fireworks can cause serious injuries and destroy lives, so it’s
vital you follow the Firework Code and know what to do if you were to suffer a burn.
Following these simple measures will help to keep everyone safe and give you
peace of mind to relax and enjoy the celebrations.
Covid-19 cases are currently high in West Sussex – see the latest data dashboard.

More local information about Covid-19

Latest local vaccination update
The Covid-19 vaccination programme continues across
West Sussex and anyone eligible is encouraged to get
their jabs.
Who can get a Covid-19 vaccine?
•

1st doses – everyone aged 12 and above

•

2nd doses – everyone aged 17 and 3/4 months
and above

•

Booster vaccines – people in eligible groups at six months from their second
dose.

Vaccination appointments for 12 to 15 year-olds can also now be booked through
the National Booking System or by calling 119, this is in addition to vaccinations
taking place in schools.
For more information about vaccinations for 12-17 year olds, including a useful
frequently asked questions section, visit the Sussex Health and Care Partnership
website.

More vaccine information

Taking ‘Betty Bronco’ on school run proves
a winner
Dusting down a 1970s bicycle proved
lucky for Aimee Collins when she
shared her efforts to be more active in
on our ‘win a £500 bike shop voucher’
competition.
Aimee’s entry was judged the best in
the contest, run as part of our
#ThinkActiveTravel campaign.
Residents were invited to reply to the
competition post on Facebook and say how they had started to make greener and
healthier travel choices. Aimee wrote:
“My daughter started school this year, and we cycle every day on the school run. I
got an old 1970s bike and added a kid’s saddle to the back. My daughter loves
riding 'Betty Bronco' to school and back, I get more exercise, we both get fresh air
and don't have to rely on the car. I haven't bought petrol in about 6 weeks! She is
also learning road safety, so it's a winner all round.”
County council Highways and Transport cabinet member Joy Dennis is pictured
presenting the prize voucher to Aimee and her daughter Fenn, five, who are from
Crawley. South Downs Bikes owner Martin Richardson and retail operations
manager Aaron Creamer are also pictured.
Thanks go to South Downs Bikes for helping us with the competition.

Think green - think health - think active travel

More news...
•

An initiative to leave a lasting legacy from the Queen's Platinum Jubilee has
taken root in West Sussex. The Queen’s Green Canopy is a special project
to celebrate the 70th year of Queen Elizabeth II’s reign – the longest of any
British monarch – by encouraging people to plant a tree.

•

A rogue trader has been jailed for three years after being convicted of
conning elderly West Sussex residents following an investigation by our
Trading Standards team.

•

An innovative, joint project is exploring the potential for grass verges to
become important havens for wildflowers, insects and pollinators to help
tackle the biodiversity crisis.

It’s Meals on Wheels Week, but our
#mealsonwheelsheroes offer more than just
a meal. Drivers from @apetitouk offer
wellbeing checks, helping customers stay
safe in their own homes. Find out more
about our Meals on Wheels service here or
call 01903 718893.

Know someone who would like to receive
this eNewsletter?
If you know anyone who would like to sign up for this bulletin, please forward this
eNewsletter to them and they can sign up here. Thank you for your support.

____________________________________________________________________________________

02.11.2021 Email from WSCC
Global challenges and county-wide transport and highways initiatives

news release
Global challenges and county-wide transport and highways initiatives

As the COP26 Climate Change Conference gets underway, the challenges of encouraging
active travel choices and reducing carbon emissions continue on a countywide basis - with
a growing number of initiatives. These include:
•

County Council officers continue work on the West Sussex Transport Plan, which will
set out how we intend to balance our environmental, economic and social objectives
and resolve conflicts between them. The draft plan proposes to improve the efficiency of the
county strategic road network (e.g. A27 and parts of the A24 and A259) to reduce
congestion and rat-running on less suitable routes. In parallel, we want to support the
shift to electric cars and more use of buses, trains, walking and cycling by making these modes of
transport safer and more attractive.

•

The County Council is working with bus and coach operators on a Bus Service
Improvement Plan (BSIP) to try to make it more attractive for residents to leave their
cars at home and choose to use buses – a modal shift towards sustainable transport.
Our BSIP will also set out our ambitions for working with operators to prioritise the
decarbonisation of buses, so lower-emission vehicles can be used on key routes. This
would be dependent on funding from the Department for Transport. Firm proposals
for better, more frequent bus services were recently submitted to the Government.

•

The Government has just awarded £274,900 so the County Council can develop its next package
of cycling and walking schemes and promotional activity. The successful bid to the
Department for Transport’s enabling fund means that initial designs for three Local

Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans (LCWIP) schemes can be developed ready for
the next round of Active Travel Fund capital funding. The LCWIPs are produced by the
County Council, some of our district and borough partners and the South Downs
National Park Authority. The funding also means the County Council can continue its
work in promoting active travel, such as its ongoing Think Active Travel campaign,
designed to help residents make positive choices around how they travel, wherever
possible. Work to encourage pupils and parents to walk to school can resume, too building on the “Walk to school” project started by Living Streets in 2012.
•

The County Council’s new Council Plan sets a target of providing at least 30km of new
cycling infrastructure in West Sussex over the next four years. More than 27km of new cyclable
infrastructure has been provided since 2018/19. A further eight schemes are currently
at various stages of development.

•

Highways officers continue to work with contractors to explore use of the latest
technology, such as allowing resurfacing materials to be mixed at much lower
temperatures than conventional asphalt and using recycled material from our roads.
This can significantly cut the carbon emissions, without impacting on quality.

Joy Dennis, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport, said: “The COP26 conference is
focusing everyone’s minds on the environment and our officers continue their hard work to
encourage active travel and explore lower carbon methods of road maintenance.
“They are finalising work on the West Sussex Transport Plan (WSTP) following a public
consultation which saw about 650 responses and I would like to thank all those who provided
us with their valued feedback.
“We need to invest to make walking, cycling, bus and train use more viable and attractive to
minimise the need for road building in line with our environmental ambitions. We also need
good roads both now, and in the future, to accommodate West Sussex’s rising population and wider
economic growth. Our teams are exploring the challenge of how we need to balance these
competing demands and innovate to ensure roads are maintained in a sustainable way."
Recent Highways initiatives include:
Carbon reduction and road resurfacing – see pictures
In June/July, approximately 3km of both carriageways of the A24 Washington bypass was
resurfaced by FM Conway utilising latest technologies to reduce the project’s carbon
emissions.
The work, between the Findon and Washington roundabouts, used the latest technology,
allowing the resurfacing materials to be mixed at much lower temperatures than conventional asphalt.

Also, approximately half the material used in the scheme utilised recycled material recovered
from other West Sussex roads.
These measures greatly reduced the amount of energy needed to produce the resurfacing
materials and significantly cut the carbon emissions attributed to the scheme.
Pothole repairs and carbon reduction
Innovation continues to be explored by the County Council through the trial use of the
Velocity road patching system . There’s no excavation, no waste, often no need for road
closures, and repairs are ready to drive on in minutes. Because there’s no heat involved, it’s
also exceptionally low on carbon emissions.
Footway resurfacing and carbon reduction
Impressive carbon-saving and cost-saving results were achieved in a programme of 31 footway
resurfacing schemes in West Sussex.
More than 22,000 square metres of footpath were resurfaced by County Council contactor
Rejuvo JPCS, including in Crawley, Horsham, Mid Sussex and Chichester. If traditional asphalt
methods had been used, 554 tonnes of CO2 emissions would have been produced, but by
using cold-lay and other, more environmentally friendly methods, this was reduced to
approximately 36 tonnes. There was also a 71 per cent cost-saving when compared with
traditional methods (see graphic).
Picture montage: from top left: the Velocity road patcher in action; the A24 Washington
carriageway resurfacing scheme; bottom left, an image from our ongoing Active Travel
campaign, and results from the programme of 31 footway resurfacing schemes
Notes to editors
•

Ambitions for the future are set out in the West Sussex Walking and Cycling Strategy
2016-2026, which contains dozens of routes that were suggested by a range of local
stakeholders and forms a pipeline of improvements for further investigation.

•

The Strategy is currently being updated to take account of 40 schemes identified in
Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans (LCWIP) produced by our district and
borough partners and the South Downs National Park Authority.

•

West Sussex County Council has also produced a draft LCWIP that contains six longdistance routes and this document will be the subject of a public consultation in 2022.
In addition, the County Council is a statutory consultee in the planning process and

works with developers and the Local Planning Authorities to secure improvements
associated with local development.

_________________________________________________________________________________

02.11.2021 Email from HDC
JOIN US in tackling climate change across the Horsham District

Climate Acti on New sletter from H ors ham District C ouncil

Climate Change Action
JOIN US in tackling climate change and reducing our
carbon footprint
Horsham District Council is committed to reducing carbon
emissions and helping to tackle climate change. Read about our
progress, and find out how you too can get involved, in this new
series of Climate Action newsletters.

Content

•

COP26 is now underway!

•

Find out what Horsham District Council is doing to combat climate change

•

Deadlines are fast approaching to apply for two District-wide climate funds

•

A fantastic start to our Food Waste Trial + read some food waste tips

•

A success for The Great Big Green Week in Horsham District

•

A new climate action Community Fund from the National Lottery

•

The Queen's Green Canopy - free trees for community spaces

•

Solar Together Sussex grows in take-up

•

Climate Action - Sustainable Travel Top Tips

Countdown to COP26
With COP26, the international climate
summit, now underway in Glasgow activities
are picking up apace.
The recently published IPCC report found
climate change to be “widespread, rapid, and
intensifying”.
An Ipsos MORI poll found concern over the
climate crisis is at a 30-year high in the UK, with environmental issues coming second only
behind the COVID-19 pandemic in terms of concern.
The UK is aiming to secure a global plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, such as
those from cars and factories, to zero by 2050. It could be the moment we turn climate
change around.

Find out what Horsham District Council is
doing to combat climate change
We have pledged as a council to take practical steps to tackle climate change including two
key targets on carbon emissions: 1 - By 2030: An aspiration to make our direct emissions
carbon-neutral. 2 - By 2050: Make our indirect emissions carbon-neutral.
Visit our newly designed Climate and Environment web pages to find details of our three
key project areas dedicated to tackling climate change as well as updates on our progress,
community news, top tips and more!

Visit our Climate and Environment web pages

Deadlines are fast approaching to apply for
two District-wide climate funds:
1. Horsham District
Community Climate Fund
The Community Climate Fund is grant funding available
to local voluntary and community groups that share our
vision of becoming a carbon neutral District.
The funding is to support projects that improve the physical
environment in a way that also benefits the wider
community.
Applications for the next round of funding closes Friday 12 November.

See which projects have received funding so far

2. Nature Recovery Award
Wilder Horsham District is a unique and innovative
five-year partnership between Sussex Wildlife
Trust and Horsham District Council that has been
established in response to the urgent pressures on
biodiversity.
Wilder Horsham District offers a Nature Recovery
Award available to support landowners and community
groups wishing to implement practical schemes to
expand and improve networks for wildlife across the
Horsham District landscape.
Applications for funding closes Sunday 14 November.

A fantastic start to our Food
Waste Trial
With waste from cooked and uncooked food amounting
to approximately 42% of the average waste bin we are
currently working with other West Sussex councils to
develop a strategy for dealing with food waste.
Last month 100 Horsham District homes, including
family households, single-occupancy homes and flats started taking part in a three-month
collections trial.

800kg of food waste collected in four weeks!
The current trial participant rate is 78% in households and thanks to their efforts we have
collected 800kg of food waste in four weeks!
This is a fantastic start to the trial and, if successful, this new collection service should
drastically reduce the amount of food ending up in landfill, helping to save the planet and
our bank balance!

What happens to the food waste
Once the food waste has been collected it will be taken to an Anaerobic Digester. This is a
large tank in which the food breaks down into biofertilizer for use on the land, and a biogas,
which can be used for generating energy.

Tips to reduce your food
waste
The good news is that there a few simple things your
family can do to reduce food waste.
•

Shop smart by planning meals, making a
shopping list and buying local, seasonal
produce.

•

Batch cook and freeze the rest.

•

Before throwing food out, consider whether it can be frozen to be used another day.

•

Think about how any leftovers can be used to form the basis of another meal, such
as soups, sauces or sandwiches

•

Compost any peelings and eggshells.

NHS Eat Well: How to store food and leftovers

A success for The Great
Big Green Week
Last month saw community groups across the
District and the country come together to raise the
profile of climate change action.
Events took place in Pulborough and Henfield, as
well as several in Horsham including the launch of
the new Sussex Green Hub, a Bright New
Roadshow and a stand from Horsham District Council highlighting the range of
environmental initiatives we are currently working on to help combat climate change.

Read how Horsham celebrated The Great Big Green Week
Photo: HDC Chairman Cllr David Skipp and Cllr Philip Circus at the Council's Great Big
Green Week stall, Horsham

A new climate action
Community Fund from the
National Lottery
The Together for Our Planet national campaign is
offering up to £10,000 from the National
Lottery Community Fund to help communities take action
on climate change.
Projects could cover topics such as food,
transport energy, waste and consumption or the natural
environment. You do not need to be an expert to apply, as
the fund are particularly interested to hear from people starting to think about taking action
on climate change in their communities.
Applications close on 18 November 2021.

Find out about the Community Fund

Spread the word
Please talk to your network and invite them to get involved by raising awareness of
the #TogetherforourPlanet Community Fund.

Find out about Together For Our Planet

Free trees for community
spaces
People across the country are being encouraged to
plant trees to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in
2022 from October 2021, when the tree planting
season begins, through to the end of the Jubilee year in
2022. This will create a green legacy, with every tree planted bringing benefits for people,
wildlife and climate, now and for the future.
The Woodland Trust, partnered with the Queen’s Green Canopy, is offering FREE trees to
community groups. Before you apply you’ll need to:
•

Know the six digit grid reference for the land you wish to plant using the grid
reference finder

•

Have permission from the legal landowner

•

Read through a short list of FAQs. They are packed full of important and useful
information which will help your application.

Apply here for a tree from the Woodland Trust
Note: As a tree is a long term investment, only parish and town councils can apply
for a licence to plant and maintain a tree on council managed spaces.

Solar Together Sussex
grows in take-up
We've had an amazing response to our Solar
Together Sussex scheme which shows that many
of you have a growing interest in generating and
using clean energy at home.
This autumn, approximately 7,000 households registered for the council-supported scheme
which helps local people to install solar panels and battery systems using a group buying
approach. This is an increase of a thousand registrations compared to the previous round in
2020.
Solar Together Sussex is a partnership between councils across West Sussex, East Sussex
and Brighton and Hove.

Find out about Solar Together Sussex

Climate Action Sustainable Travel Top
Tips
Everyone can help limit climate change. From
the way we travel, to the electricity we use and
the food we eat, we can make a difference.
As part of our work to support COP26 we will be offering regular advice and tips in our
Climate and Environment webpages to encourage everyone to realise that by taking small
steps individually, together we can all make a giant difference.

Let's start here with these top tips on sustainable travel

Help us to share the news of
our Climate Action work
We hope you enjoy receiving our Climate Action newsletter.
More details on our work and how you can get involved will
be sent out regularly.
If you know someone who you think might like to start
receiving a copy, please forward them this email and
encourage them to sign up. Thank you.

Sign up here

• See how we are tackling climate change
• Horsham District Community Climate Fund
• Learn more about Wilder Horsham District (WHD)
• Read our Climate News blog posts

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL
________________________________________________________________________________________

01.11.2021 Email from HDC
Publication of plan: November 2021, Cabinet.

Council and cabinet meetings
Agendas, minutes and publications

Monday, 1st November, 2021, 10.45 am - Publication of plan: November 2021,
Cabinet.

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

29.10.2021 Email from Sussex Police
Seeing Safer Streets in action

Today I visited Eastbourne to see the results of
safety improvement work carried out using money
secured by my office in the first round of the
government's Safer Streets Fund.
A partnership including my office, Eastbourne
Borough Council, Sussex Police and local volunteer
action group 3VA, identified that the Redoubt area of the town had much higher than
average rates of acquisitive crime - such as shoplifting and burglary - and that residents
felt "less belonging to their local area".
Thanks to the Safer Streets funding, 30 new CCTV cameras have been installed, free locks
were fitted on 103 homes and multiple alleyways were cleared and/or fitted with new
gates to improve safety.
I was pleased to visit a number of businesses and a retirement housing complex to see
how the changes had made a difference to them. Jane and Sue from the Seaside
Community Hub told me how new locks had helped to improve security and their own
sense of safety, while Tom from Sainsburys Local showed me their new outdoor CCTV

cameras and spoke about how the system had helped to reduce instances of anti-social
behaviour and shoplifting.
Oliver Jones, Strategy and Project Manager for Eastbourne Borough Council said: "We've
undertaken a variety of practical and physical measures which has included providing
security packages and working closely with businesses. Feedback has been really, really
positive and it's really helped to give people more pride in their area."
I look forward to sharing the video from this visit with you in next week's newsletter. In
the meantime, please do watch the video of my visit last week to our newly-expanded
Rural Crime Team.

MORE POLICE OFFICERS TO KEEP US SAFER

The Home Office announced earlier this week that over half of the promised 20,000
additional police officers have now been recruited as part of Operation Uplift to help cut
crime and keep neighbourhoods safer. To date, in Sussex we have received 182 new
police officers under the government's programme.
Forces have also seen more women joining the ranks to tackle criminals and protect the
public from harm and, over the last year, Sussex Police was one of eight forces to have
recruited more women than men.
Nationally there are also more Black, Asian and minority ethnic officers employed across
forces than at any other time in our country’s history.
Martin Hewitt, chair of the National Police Chiefs’ Council said: “There is still much more
to do as we work to build trust and confidence and continued investment into
recruitment of additional police officers will support this.”
Finally, you may have seen my email earlier this week about the vacancy for a new
member of the Joint Audit Committee (JAC). The Chief Constable and I are looking for
someone who has experience in either the public, private or third sector and can advise
on the following:
•
•
•

The risk management framework;
The internal control environment;
Financial reporting;

•
•

Effective governance processes; and
Internal audit and external audit.

Successful applicants will receive training and a small financial contribution for their time
and any travel expenses.
You can find further information for this role, as well as details of how to apply, on the
vacancies page of the website.
The closing date is midday on Wednesday 10 November 2021.

Katy Bourne OBE, Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner

SHARE WITH A FRIEND

HAVE YOUR SAY IN OUR LATEST POLL
___________________________________________________________________________________________

29.10.2021 Email from NALC
Chief Executives Bulletin

NALC Annual General Meeting
Changing our constitution to replace the term chairman with chair was among several
key decisions taken at one of our most important events of the year on 26 October,
the Annual General Meeting (AGM), attended by over 120 representatives of county
associations – here’s a summary:
•

Our chair, Cllr Sue Baxter, proposed and spoke passionately to a motion on
behalf of the National Assembly that the term chairman in the NALC
constitution is replaced with the gender-neutral term chair. The motion was

•

•

•
•

overwhelmingly supported, and the constitution and all governance
documents and policies will now be updated.
Leading climate science expert Professor Chris Rapley from University College
London gave a keynote speech on climate change. This was live-streamed on
our Facebook page and is also available for you to watch again.
In presenting the annual report for 2020/21, Sue delivered a speech in which
she gave several thanks, reflected on her last five years as chair, outlined many
achievements during that time and set out some of the challenges ahead. Our
vice-chair (member services), Cllr Mike Drew and vice-chair (finance), Cllr Keith
Stevens, also presented highlights before the adoption of the annual report
and audited accounts.
The AGM agreed on an affiliation fee for 2022/23 of 7.49p per elector, with a
cap at £1,920 for the largest councils - this represents an increase of 1%.
Another change to the constitution was the introduction of the new roles of
vice president (parliamentary) and vice president (working). The
AGM appointed cross-party parliamentarians to presidential roles: president Baroness Scott of Needham Market (Lib Dem) president; vice presidents Baroness Bennett of Manor Castle (Green), Andrew Gwynne MP (Labour), Lord
O’Shaugnessy (Conservative) and Lord Lytton (cross-bencher); and Sue was
appointed vice president (working).

NALC events in the run-up to COP26
Professor Chris Rapley’s speech to the AGM was one of a series of events this week in
the run-up to the start of COP26 as part of NALC’s campaign on climate change:
•

•

Our new research report on ‘What can local councils do on climate
change?’ paints a picture of how climate change is being tackled by local
(parish and town) councils and identifies the challenges they face. I was quite
struck by some of the headlines showing that, while over a third of councils
have declared a climate emergency, many feel too small to affect change due
to a lack of expertise, finance, and power to act. These are issues our ongoing
work on climate change will need to focus on to ensure councils have the
support they need to take action locally.
Levelling up the environment and biodiversity was the theme for our sold out
online event on 27 October. Huge thanks to Luke Perkins from BHIB Councils
Insurance for hosting this fantastic event which heard from biodiversity expert
Professor Dave Goulson (whose recorded talk you can watch on
YouTube here) and Edmund Gemmell from Scientists Warning Europe, who is
also a councillor on Hazlemere Parish Council in Buckinghamshire. Do check
out our events page for our upcoming events, including Future Communities
on 2 December and in the New Year on the levelling up white paper, geological
disposal and community safety.

•

We have called on the government to involve local councils in shaping new
Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRSs) and plans to save ecology and
protect biodiversity in their areas. You can read more in our news story.

Autumn Budget and spending review
The chancellor of the exchequer presented his Autumn Budget and Spending Review
to parliament on 27 October 2021. He outlined the government’s spending plans for
the next three years by setting budgets for each central government department. You
can read Sue’s initial reaction here. The full set of documents is available on
the Treasury website, and below is a summary of some key points for local
government, including local councils:

•

•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

A real terms boost to departmental spending of £90 billion over three years,
with departmental spending set to grow at 3.8% a year on average over this
parliament – a cash increase of £150 billion a year by 2024/25.
Local government received its first increase in core revenue funding in over a
decade of £4.8 billion over three years.
A 3% increase in spending power of principal councils, although this will also be
dependent on council tax rises.
The public sector pay freeze has been ended, and the National Living Wage has
been increased 6.6% from £8.91 an hour to £9.50.
The chancellor used the Budget to announce the projects and places receiving
funding from the first round of the Levelling Up Fund and Community
Ownership Fund.
The referendum threshold for increases in council tax is expected to remain at
2%, and councils with social care responsibilities are expected to be able to
increase the adult social care precept by up to 1% per year.
There was no announcement about the future of the fair funding review, the
move to further business rates retention, the business rates reset, reform to
new homes bonus or whether local government can expect a three-year local
government finance settlement.
The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) will set
out full details of the council tax referendum principles and proposed approach
to allocating grant funding through finance settlement.
The Levelling Up White Paper will be published by the end of the year, setting
out in more detail the framework and next steps towards levelling up
opportunities and boosting livelihoods across the country.
There was also no announcement on Community Renewal Fund projects,
which are the pilots for the UK Shared Prosperity Fund.
Investment in sports facilities over the spending review period of £205 million
to transform grassroots football infrastructure and multi-use sports facilities
and £22 million to refurbish public tennis courts.

•

And investment of £560 million in youth services.

Survey on fixed penalty notices
Do have your say on the impact of fixed penalty notices on littering behaviour through
a survey being conducted by the Scarab Trust and Essex School of Law. This follows
recent research demonstrating that sometimes too harsh an approach to litter
enforcement can be counterproductive and inadvertently make things worse!
Meetings with government officials
As well as representing the sector’s interests direct to government ministers, NALC
also, as you would expect, engages with civil servants to influence policymaking. This
week the DLUHC Communities Partnership Board met to discuss the government’s
plans for levelling up and the Community Ownership Fund. It is clear new ministers are
rethinking quite a lot of policy areas, and we can now expect the white paper later this
year; in the meantime, NALC will be continuing to highlight the sector’s role. Another
opportunity this week to speak to policymakers was through the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs stakeholder forum, which facilitates regular
discussions between the department and rural stakeholders on the issues faced by
rural residents, communities and businesses.
Localis webinar on net-zero regeneration
Building sustainably in the era of net-zero is likely to be an issue of how, as much as
where, we live. What future do we wish to create for the society we wish to build our
lives into? And how might planning, design and the politics of placemaking optimise
the intrinsic connection between our physical environment and social lives? Our
colleagues at the think tank Localis are holding a free webinar on 1 December to
explore all these issues and more, with speakers including the Royal Town Planning
Institute, Exeter City Living, Collida and Connected Places Catapult.
And finally…
It was great to see local councils among the winners at the recent National
Association of British Market Authorities’ Market Awards. Congratulations to Mark
Hill from Devizes Town Council on being crowned Market Manager of the Year for
Small Markets, to Saffron Walden Town Council on winning Market Team of the Year
for Smaller Markets and to Daryl Chambers from Bridport Town Council on his
Lifetime Achievement Award.

