Rudgwick Parish Council
Weekly Clerk’s Update: 4 October 2021 (Agenda October 2021)
To: Parish Councillors
c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)
Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)
From: Anna Clayton
______________________________________________________________________
The weekly update provides information regarding:
• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk
• Planning information
• Correspondence/communications from parishioners
• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations
List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis.
o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex)
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group)
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission)
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils)
o HDC (Horsham District Council)
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils)
o SSALC (Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils)
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council)
______________________________________________________________________
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions:
GENERAL REMINDER: Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Parish Office staff are
working their regular hours but not always in the office. If you wish to speak face to face to a
member of staff, please contact the Clerk on 07927 702321 during her office working hours
(Monday – Wednesday 9.30 – 15.30).
•
New Applications (Delegated Decision)
New Planning Applications for consideration by Delegated Decision and noting at the Rudgwick Parish
Council Meeting 08.11.2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Response
Date

DC/21/1252
08.10.2021

Oak River, Guildford
Road, Rudgwick

DC/21/2262
08.10.2021

Skylarks, Hermongers
Farm, Hermongers,
Rudgwick

Variation of Condition 1 of
previously approved
application DC/20/0504
(Erection of a 6.7m wide by
20.1m long by 2.9m high clear
plastic poly tunnel on
agricultural land) Relating to
size alterations to the poly
tunnel approved.
Retrospective application for
the erection of an agricultural
shed

29.10.2021

29.10.2021

New Applications
For discussion at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 11 October 2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

DC/21/2209
01.10.2021

Oakfield, Cox
Green, Rudgwick

DC/21/2211
01.10.2021

Oakfield, Cox
Green, Rudgwick

DC/21/2174
01.10.2021

Marshalls Farm,
The Haven,
Billingshurst

Demolition of existing detached
garage and outbuilding.
Erection of two-storey detached
dwelling and detached garage
on existing garden land.
Demolition of existing dwelling
and garage and erection of a
replacement detached dwelling
with new vehicular access,
attached garage and associated
car parking.
Erection of a single storey
extension to existing grooms
accommodation to provide
additional accommodation.

Recommendation

Response
Date
22.10.2021

22.10.2021

22.10.2021

Decisions
HDC Council Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 11 October 2021
Application
No
DC/20/2565

DC/21/1526

Applicant

Reason for Application

Hedgerow Cottage,
Barnsfold Lane,
Rudgwick

Erection of a single storey rear
extension

Wagonford, Haven
Road, Rudgwick

Erection of a two storey front
extension and single storey rear
and side extensions. Removal of
existing stable building and
erection of a single storey
annexe building with covered

RPC
Recommendation
No objection

HDC
Decision
Permitted

No objection

Permitted

link to dwelling. Extension and
remodelling works to existing
detached garage.

Applications going to Committee

Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 11.10.2021
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee
Date

Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 11.10.2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Public
Recommendation Inquiry/Written
Representation

Enforcement Numbers
Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 11.10.2021

Correspondence HDC Planning
Monthly Planning Compliance Team statistics
Dear Parish Councils
As you will be aware, in 2019 a review of the Planning Compliance service at Horsham District
Council was undertaken by the Planning Advisory Service (PAS). The Review Team were asked to
give a view on the effectiveness of the Planning Compliance service in terms of meeting the needs
of stakeholders, and whether those stakeholders’ expectations are being managed effectively. The
Review Team were generally satisfied that the Council was taking a reasonable approach in terms
of what is enforced and what is not, and no evidence was found that cases were not being pursued
that justified enforcement action.
However as all planning compliance matters are delegated to officers, the Review Team found that
Councillors and Parish Councils do not appear to be fully aware of the workloads officers face or of
key issues that arise. Whilst training for both Councillors and Parish Councils has been provided,
which the Review Team felt was a good start in terms of providing a wider understanding of the
pressures the service has to encounter, it is acknowledged that this needs to be built upon.

As a result, for the past year weekly lists of the Planning Compliance investigation cases received
the previous week have been sent out to all Councillors and Parish Councils, and it has now been
agreed that information will be sent out monthly to indicate the number of cases received and
closed, together with details of the formal action taken in the preceding month in order to
illustrate the workload of the Planning Compliance Team.
•

During September, 45 new Planning Compliance investigations have been opened outside
of the South Downs National Park Authority boundaries, and 3 cases within the SDNPA
boundaries.

•

Please find below the closure statistics for September 2021. In addition I can confirm that
one case in the SDNPA was closed.

•

Whilst no Enforcement Notices have been issued this month, the Legal department are in
the process of drafting four enforcement notices, which will be issued in October, and will
be reported on next month.

•

In addition, four prosecution cases for non-compliance with enforcement notices are with
the Legal department awaiting Court dates.

•

In terms of appeals against enforcement notices issued, please note the following:
•

A two day Public Inquiry was held on 14th & 15th September 2021 in the Drill Hall in
connection with the appeal lodged against the Enforcement Notices issued in
September 2020 at Pear Tree Farm, Furners Lane, Woodmancote. The outcome of this
appeal will be reported once it is received.

•

The written representations appeal lodged against the enforcement notice issued in
October 2020 on Plot 10 land east of Dukes Hill, Thakeham, West Sussex, RH20 2LT was
dismissed on 6th September 2021 in connection with the unauthorised excavation of the
Land and consolidation of imported material to form a hardstanding. As such the Notice
was upheld by the Planning Inspector.

•

We are currently awaiting decisions on 8 x written representation appeals lodged
against enforcement notices, and the date for an Informal Hearing to be heard on a
further enforcement notice appeal. The outcome of these appeals will be reported once
they are received.

I hope that this is helpful.
Kind regards, Madeleine
Madeleine Hartley
Planning Compliance Team Leader
______________________________________________________________________________________

07.10.2021 Email from Strategic Planning
Save the Date: Briefing on Gatwick Airport's Expansion Plans
Dear Councillors and Parish/Neighbourhood Clerks
As you may be aware, Gatwick Airport Ltd is currently consulting on its Northern Runway
Programme to bring the standby runway into everyday use for aircraft departures. This will lead to
two runways at the airport. In addition, other technological improvement measures are proposed
by the airport to significantly increase airport capacity. This capacity is anticipated to increase to
75.6million passengers per annum by 2038 from its pre-Covid levels of 46.6million passengers in
2019.
Gatwick Airport’s consultation opened on 9th September and runs until 1st December 2021 and
Horsham District Council is proactively engaging in the consultation to represent the District, its
environment and the communities affected by the proposals. As part of this, we have secured a
virtual briefing by Gatwick Airport Ltd for Local Members and representatives of Parish and
Neighbourhood Councils on Monday 18th October between 6pm to 7pm.
Further details will be circulated shortly but we wanted to confirm this date with you at the earliest
opportunity. If you are interested in attending this briefing, please can you let me know so we have
an approximate indication of attendees.
If you have any queries in the meantime, please feel free to contact me and I will be happy to help.
Kind regards, Carol
Carol Algar
Senior Planning Officer

________________________________________________________________________________________

07.10.2021 Email from Emma Parkes
FW: Water neutrality and planning decisions in Horsham District
Dear all

I just wanted to let you know that Natural England have recently written to Horsham District
Council setting out its concerns about the impact of new development on water abstraction and
the effect this is having on protected habitats. I attach a copy of the Position Statement along with
the accompanying map.
This statement may have potential to impact on development proposals in our District. We are in
the process of seeking detailed legal advice on this matter, but our initial legal advice has been that
we should pause some planning application decision making until we know the full implications of
Natural England’s Position Statement. This is why we have decided to cancel both north and south
committee’s this month, given south committee reports would need to be finalised this week.
We appreciate that the term water neutrality may be new to you and the information below may
assist in helping set out what it is and why Natural England have produced their Position
Statement.
What is water neutrality?
The delivery of new development which keeps the level of water abstraction to the same (or lower)
level as existing rates.
How is Water Neutrality achieved?
Water Neutrality can be achieved as follows:
• Requiring new development that comes forward to be as water efficient as possible (e.g.
installing water efficient fixings, the use of rainwater harvesting and grey water recycling).
However this will still lead to an increased demand from water over existing rates.
• To further reduce water demand and mitigate the water use of a development ‘offsetting’
is required. Some of this can be delivered by water companies and is not within the direct
control of the Local Planning Authority. In addition, financial contributions can be provided
by developers and put towards schemes to make existing development more water
efficient. This is known as retrofitting.
Why is water neutrality an issue?
The Arun Valley is located to the south of Pulborough (in HDC but within the SDNP) is designated as
being of international importance for nature conservation. (It is a Special Protection Area (SPA),
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Ramsar site as well as the national designation as a Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). It contains rare aquatic vegetation and other aquatic species which
are very sensitive to changes in water levels.
The water supply for Horsham District, some of Chichester District and most of Crawley Borough
(excluding Gatwick Airport) come from water abstraction at Hardham pumping station, located to
the south of Pulborough.
Evidence collected by Natural England (NE) has shown that increasing demand for water as a result
of development is leading to an observable impact on a number of rare species with some considered
to be under threat of extinction.
What advice and guidance has been provided to HDC and other Councils about water neutrality?

Natural England wrote to HDC as part of the Regulation 18 Local Plan consultation and highlighted
some concerns about the Arun Valley. They asked that HDC ensure that any new development in the
Local Plan is water neutral.
To ensure this is the case, the Local Plan is supported by two pieces of evidence – the Habitat
Regulations Assessment and a separate Water Cycle Study carried out jointly with CBC and CDC. The
Habitat makes recommendations that the Local Plan can include to contribute to water neutrality.
The Water Cycle study is still ongoing, but will ultimately produce a mitigation strategy to
demonstrate wider water neutrality can be achieved.
What has changed recently?
Natural England are concerned that development which takes place in advance of the emerging
Local Plans for HDC, CBC and CDC will also increase the demand for water abstraction and harm the
Arun Valley. They have therefore produced a Position Statement which advises that we should not
issue any new planning decisions until Natural England have produced a mitigation strategy. If we
do however consider it critical to continue to determine applications Natural England advises that
any application needs to demonstrate water neutrality.
The legal advice we are seeking will clarify what types of applications are impacted by this and how
we can continue to manage planning applications. The legal advice will also consider any
implications for the local plan. We will update you again once we understand the implications of
this statement on decision making.
Kind regards, Emma
Emma Parkes
Head of Development and Building Control

Position_statement_Water_Neutrality_Sept.21 Final
https://rudgwickpc.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/webpage/EXs3ef67qylDuGUyszqbpDIB2JSamgGDYl8sD
HinboenYA?e=W5zWoo
Sussex North WRZ
https://rudgwickpc.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/webpage/EbCN19xb7GJPgANal253W1wBp394OvahEQwhMQ7azVVZw?e=U9HXrp

Correspondence/communications from parishioners / to the Council

08.10.2021 Email from HDOPF
Reminder of our MP Question Time - Zoom - 5th November
Just a reminder that we are holding our annual MP Question Time event, via Zoom, 10.30am Friday
5th November 2021. Jeremy Quin, MP for Horsham is giving us one hour of his time to answer your
questions.
We still have spaces and if you would like to attend then please email hdopforum@gmail.com for
the Zoom joining information.
As the time Mr Quin is giving us is so short, if you have a question you'd like him to answer, then
please send them to us asap so that we have a fair range of topics.
Thank you for supporting older people in the Horsham District
Martin Bruton, Chairman
Horsham District Older Peoples Forum
_______________________________________________________________________________________

08.10.2021 from WSCC
Banding together to build broadband into new homes planning

news release
Banding together to build broadband into new homes planning

Action is being taken to try to ensure that all newly-built homes have essential fibre broadband services
ready for homeowners when they move in.
Countywide guidance has been developed by West Sussex County Council in consultation with its
partner planning authorities - each of the seven District and Borough Councils. The guidance sets out
how the authorities can use the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) to ensure that each area’s
Local Plan prioritises gigabit-capable broadband connections to new developments.
Steve Waight, County Council Cabinet Member responsible for Digital Infrastructure, said: “Demand for
high speed and reliable broadband services is increasing, particularly now many more people are
working from home than before the Covid-19 pandemic started. A fast, reliable broadband connection
has become vital.
“Buying a home is probably the most expensive outlay that anyone makes in their lifetime and if that
home is newly-built, it should come equipped with everything needed to live a comfortable, modern
life. Retrofitting full fibre broadband into an existing development is a costly and disruptive process and
we know from experience that developers are not keen to do this.
“Without the planning guidance, and in the absence of legislation, it has been difficult to ensure that
new developments have the most appropriate connections. There was previously no obligation on
developers or operators to provide a high-quality connection as the only pertinent requirements were
for a telephone line and ‘functional’ internet access to be available - which could be as slow as basic
broadband.
“The Government is intending to remedy this through publication of its New Homes (New Development
Standards) Bill, but this has yet to progress through Parliament and we and our partners are taking
positive action in the meantime through the National Planning Policy Framework.”
District and Borough Councils are each responsible for a Local Plan which takes account of the NPPF in
delivering new development, including housing and commercial development sites. Each Local Plan
contains strategic policies of which the new guidance advises that telecommunications should be one.
The policy should require gigabit-capable broadband infrastructure on all new development.

The guidance also lays out strategic considerations in forming telecommunications policy, as well as
suggested requirements to consider in relation to development management and design principles. It
has been formed in discussion with each Planning Authority’s Planning Policy Officer, who have acted
collectively as a group to support its use.
Notes to editors
The UK’s three largest fibre broadband providers have agreements with the Home Builders Federation
(HBF) and central government to deliver gigabit-capable broadband services to premises. Developers
are required to contact either Openreach, Virgin Media O2 or CityFibre six months ahead of their
proposed build dates to register for broadband services.
_______________________________________________________________________

08.10.2021 from NALC
Chief Executives Bulletin

Star Council Awards winners
Today at an online ceremony, we were thrilled to announce who had won our
coveted Star Council Awards for 2021. Congratulations to all of those who made it to
the finalist stage and especially to the winners. It was great to hear about all the great
work during such a challenging time – I hope these inspiring stories will spur others in
the sector to meet new challenges and explore new avenues to help their
communities. You can watch again the online ceremony and read more about the
winners and finalists here. And a huge thank you for their support to our overall
awards sponsor BHIB Councils Insurance and our category sponsors Blachere
Illumination, Breakthrough Communications, CCLA, DCK Accounting Solutions and
Vision ICT.
Pay claim
This week the National Employers notified us that all of the trade unions have now
provided them with the results of their ballots and they have all rejected the National
Employers’ final pay offer to local government services (‘Green Book’) employees:
•

UNISON members have voted by a majority of 79% to 21%. Their local
government committee also agreed to begin preparations for an industrial
action ballot.

•

•

GMB members have voted by a majority of 75% to 25%. It will shortly conduct
a consultative industrial action ballot, the result of which will determine
whether there is support to then hold a formal ballot for industrial action.
Unite members have voted by a majority of 81% to 19%, plus 85% also voted
to say they are supportive of taking industrial action. Their local government
committee will meet to discuss the next steps which include holding a formal
ballot for industrial action.

The National Employers will be meeting on 19 October to take stock of the situation
and we understand they do not expect a deal soon. We will keep you informed of
developments provide further updates when we can.
NALC Policy Committee
NALC’s Policy Committee held its last online meeting of the year on 5 October, here’s
a summary:
•

•

•

•

•

Remote meetings continue to be a priority issue for our lobbying and the
Committee noted previous and ongoing advocacy including in conjunction with
the Local Government Association.
The committee considered several policy motions from county associations. A
proposal from the Warwickshire and West Midlands Association of Local
Councils to establish a new standards body funded by local councils was not
supported, instead, further engagement with local government bodies was
agreed. The motion from the Gloucestershire Association of Local Councils
calling for government funding for live streaming meetings was not supported
but NALC should continue to lobby on remote meetings and broadband. The
committee agreed to make representations to the government to include local
councils in the ‘Find your local council’ page on GOV.UK. And a motion from
the Yorkshire Local Councils Association about strengthening enforcement of
off-road vehicles such as quad bikes was supported.
Housing and planning, including neighbourhood planning, was identified as a
campaign theme for the year ahead, in addition to ongoing work on health and
well being, climate change and young people.
Several submissions had been made to government consultations on housing,
resilience, local audit, Local Nature Recovery Partnerships and the spending
review (you can find these in the members' area of the NALC website).
The committee considered feedback on the review of the NALC prospectus and
supported the proposed updated draft subject to some further small changes.

In and out and aboutOur chair, Cllr Sue Baxter, was in Manchester earlier this week
with Justin Griggs, head of policy and communications, to raise the profile of local
councils with policymakers and promote the sector’s role in levelling up. Among
various national, regional and local politicians we spoke to, Sue had a positive initial
meeting with the new minister for levelling up, Neil O’Brien MP and they will be

meeting again shortly. Some more detail and clarity on what levelling means started
to emerge at the conference such as from the minister via Twitter and in his article in
The Guardian. And in his conference speech, the new secretary of state, Michael Gove
MP, said “…And it will mean empowering local government, to make a bigger
difference for good, allowing communities to take back control of their futures, and
creating greener and more beautiful places to live”. Writing for inews ahead of the
conference, I was pleased to see the think tank Onward make the point regarding
devolution that not all the country is parished and call for extending local and regional
governance.
•

•

•

It was a double-bill of county association conferences and annual general
meetings this week for our projects manager, Anders Hanson, talking about
the Local Council Award Scheme. As well as running two in-person workshops
in Lincolnshire, he also attended Devon’s virtual conference via Zoom. Good to
hear there was plenty of interest from local councils wanting to know more
about how they can submit an application to be accredited under the award
scheme!
Anders joined our acting head of member services, Jane Moore, at the
Memberwise annual conference on 7 October in London. This provided a
useful opportunity to engage with other membership organisations and
suppliers from around the country, discovering more about how they operate,
and they have been able to continue to grow and offer member services in
what has been a challenging year for everyone.
Justin was in Shropshire on 6 October to talk about our work on climate
change at an online event on climate action organised by the Shropshire
Association of Local Councils and Shropshire Council.

And finally…
Still, on the subject of visits, our vice-chair, Cllr Keith Stevens (member services)
attended a very special visit on 7 October by The Princess Royal. Keith was among the
guests invited to the opening of a new affordable rural housing development by
English Rural and Dunsfold Parish Council. A great example of how local councils can
work in partnership with others to tackle big challenges facing their communities such
as housing, really well done.

08.10.2021 Email from HDC
Cabinet Decisions

Council and cabinet meetings
Agendas, minutes and publications

Friday, 8th October, 2021, 9.22 am - Decision published: Drill Hall, Cabinet.
Friday, 8th October, 2021, 9.22 am - Decision sheet published: Meeting of
Thursday, 7th October, 2021 5.30 pm, Cabinet.
Friday, 8th October, 2021, 9.22 am - Decision published: Budget for
Consultancy Support for the Gatwick Planning Consent Order, Cabinet.

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

07.10.2021 Email from HDC
Your latest news on Covid-19 - mental health help - advice on energy bills - and more
7 October 2021

Supporting everyone's mental health
It’s World Mental Health Day this Sunday (10 October).
The coronavirus pandemic and lockdowns have had a
significant impact on the mental health of children and
young people across West Sussex.
Your Mind Matters supports young people, their families
and professionals working with them at this critical
time. We’re providing advice, resources and information
about local services, events and training.
Please explore the Your Mind Matters webpages on the link below and share these
resources with the families and young people you know and work with.
You can also help shape and improve access to mental health information by taking
our 5 minute survey.

Your Mind Matters

The government has launched a Better Health - Every Mind
Matters campaign to support the nation’s mental wellbeing.
The website includes expert advice and practical tips to help
you look after your mental health and wellbeing.

Every Mind Matters

Latest Covid-19 statistics for West Sussex
Since last week, there has been an increase in coronavirus cases. Cases in Adur
and Crawley are amongst those highest.
Please click here to find the local summary data. Please share the link across your
communities, either by email, text or WhatsApp so other people can view the case
data in their area too.

Booster jabs underway
The autumn Covid-19 booster vaccine campaign is
underway and those who are more vulnerable to the
virus are being invited to top up their protection ahead
of winter, six months or more after receiving their
second jab.
The priority groups for the booster jab are:
•

people aged over 50

•

care home residents

•

health and social care workers

•

those aged 16 to 49 years with underlying health conditions that put them at
higher risk of severe Covid-19

•

adult household contacts of immunosuppressed individuals.

Please remember, you must be at six months from the date of your second
vaccination to book a booster and eligible people will be contacted about booking
their booster vaccination.

Autumn Boosters - more info

Vaccinations for 12 to 15 year olds
All children aged 12-15 years old are to be offered a dose of the Covid-19 vaccine
at their school and every parent, guardian or carer will receive a letter with the
details about their school, the consent process, and next steps.
Why should my child have the vaccine?
It is important to remember that coronavirus can affect anyone and getting
vaccinated is one of the best things to do to protect against the virus.

More info on jabs for 12 to 15 year olds

Testing, why is it so important?
As winter approaches and we spend more time
indoors the risk of infection increases, and it
becomes more important than ever to test.
Testing regularly helps determine if you are infected
with coronavirus, whether you have symptoms or not.
When testing, please remember to also register your
results and if you test positive, get a follow up PCR
and self-isolate.
Regular testing for coronavirus helps stop the spread
and protects those around us. Make testing part of
your routine to give you peace of mind when you’re out and about.
There are lots of ways to have a test:
•

order Lateral Flow Tests online to be delivered to your home

•

pick up test kits at selected pharmacies and libraries

•

have a supervised test at a local pharmacy. Find a pharmacy.

If you test positive or have any symptoms you must take a PCR test. Book online or
call 119.
Please remember to do all you can to reduce the spread – wash your hands, cover
your face, leave space and let fresh air in.

Find out more about Covid-19 testing

Need advice on your energy bills?
Many of us will see an increase in our energy bills this
winter due to a rise in the wholesale cost of gas.
Advice and support is available from the following
websites if you or someone you know is worried about
their energy costs this winter or would like to know how
to reduce your home energy consumption:
•

The Energy Saving Trust

•

West Sussex Affordable Energy

•

The Citizens Advice West Sussex Energy Advice Service

If you are on a low income and vulnerable to the cold then you could be eligible for
support through the council-endorsed Local Energy Advice Partnership (LEAP)
scheme.
By meeting the broad eligibility criteria you can qualify for a free home visit, energy
saving advice and energy saving measures, such as LED light bulbs and draught
proofing. LEAP advisors can also help you to access other support, such as grants
for central heating, a replacement scheme for white goods and help to repair or
replace a broken or condemned boiler.

Local advice on saving energy

Win a £500 bike shop voucher!
Here’s your chance to win 1 x £500 voucher from South
Downs Bikes to spend on a new bike or equipment to
support a greener and healthier way to travel around
our county.
The competition, being run on Facebook, is part of our
#ThinkActiveTravel campaign, designed to help
residents make positive choices around how they travel.
To enter, head over to our Facebook page and reply to
the competition post with a comment on how you have
started to make healthier and greener travel choices.
The best comment we receive will win, as judged by our
panel.
Competition entry closes at midnight on Sunday 17 October 2021 and you must be
18 or over and live in West Sussex to take part.
The voucher can be redeemed at South Downs Bikes stores in Storrington and
Worthing. Good luck!

More on our #ThinkActiveTravel campaign

Celebrating Black History this October
The theme of this year’s Black History Month is Proud
to be, highlighting Black pride and invites Black people
of all ages to share what they are proud to be.
Our Library Service has put together a selection
of Black Stories Matter booklists
for adults, children and teenagers and they've created a
new collection on their Libby app too.
You can also follow them on Facebook and Twitter where they’ll be sharing
recommendations of books which give voice to Black stories and experience, and
highlighting some national online events to mark the celebration.

Find out lots more about Black History Month in the link below, including a history
blog from West Sussex Record Office called Stories from the Parish Registers:
Black residents of West Sussex.

Black History Month

More news...
•

Our Early Help is moving towards a more flexible service, maximising
resources out in the community to reach the most vulnerable children, young
people and families in West Sussex.

•

New and soon-to-be dads can access essential parenting tips and support
on DadPad, an app which is free to download for anyone living or working in
West Sussex.

National Hate Crime Awareness Week runs from this
Saturday to 16 October.
Keep an eye on our Community
Safety Twitter and Facebook page where we will be
sharing online posters, videos, and talking about how
victims of hate crimes and incidences are impacted
day-to-day.
How to report a hate crime.

Know someone who would like to receive
this eNewsletter?
If you know anyone who would like to sign up for this bulletin, please forward this
eNewsletter to them and they can sign up here. Thank you for your support.

_________________________________________________________________________________

07.10.2021 Email from WSCC
Velocity by name, fast, low-carbon response by nature in fight against potholes

news release
Velocity by name, fast, low-carbon response by nature in fight against potholes

Innovation continues to be explored by West Sussex County Council in its fight against an age-old issue:
potholes. The Velocity road patching system is being deployed proactively to treat areas of carriageways
even before routine inspections have highlighted issues.
Results half-way through a six-month trial with Velocity have been impressive, with:
•
•

More than 1,100 separate repairs in three months
A total of approximately 5,500 square metres of patching, or just under five square metres per
repair.

How Velocity works:
1. High-velocity air is used to remove all dust and debris and open-up cracks at the bottom of the
pothole to ensure a solid, stable repair
2. A cold bitumen emulsion is forced into every crack and crevice under pressure, sealing it and
making it water-tight
3. The operator switches on the aggregate mix, which is fired at high velocity through a nozzle,
evenly coating the granules with bitumen emulsion and building up the waterproof seal, with no
joints
4. If required, the aggregate mix is compacted with a “wacker plate” and the repair is traffic ready –
far faster than by traditional methods, reducing the time needed for traffic management.
Velocity managing director Dominic Gardner said: “There’s no excavation, no waste, often no need for
road closures, and repairs are ready to drive on in minutes. The repairs cost a third of the price of
traditional techniques, and because there’s no heat involved, it’s also exceptionally low on carbon
emissions.”
Joy Dennis, County Council Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport, witnessed the Velocity patcher
in action and commented: “It was impressive and can be used both proactively and reactively. Officers
are continually looking at innovation in the fight against potholes and, working with our contractors,
exploring lower-carbon methods in maintaining the highway.”
Peter Walsh, Area Director for Balfour Beatty, said: “As the provider of highway maintenance services
for West Sussex County Council, it’s rewarding to see our collective teams investing in better ways to
deal with the challenge of potholes ahead of inspections and with the aim of improving the experience
for all road users.”
Fixing potholes is important, but the County Council also has an ongoing, £17million programme of
investment in roads and footways across West Sussex. It represents one of the biggest investments in
the county’s highway infrastructure in the last decade and includes a significant number of road
resurfacing schemes: resurfacing a road produces a smoother surface, reducing road noise and
increasing resilience to potholes – a longer-term solution to pothole issues.

Notes to editors
•

•
•

The county council is responsible for maintaining around 2,500 miles of road: A and B roads are
ordinarily inspected monthly, C-class and main distributor roads on a three or six-monthly basis
and declassified roads are typically inspected annually.
You can find details about which potholes we repair on our website.
Our highways officers cannot be everywhere, so the public’s eyes and help in spotting and
reporting concerns are really appreciated via our online pothole reporting form If a pothole is a
significant and immediate risk to public safety, phone 01243 642105.

________________________________________________________________________
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Latest news: New pop-up shop in Horsham | Councillors asked to approve Drill Hall
business case | Horsham Museum is now open! | Two In Bloom Awards for Horsham
Park | Wardens' quick thinking leads to arrests

Latest news and information

Horsham Museum and Art Gallery is now open!

On Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 October the public were
invited back inside to see the big reveal as the Council’s
Horsham Museum & Art Gallery reopened its doors to
the public for the first time in some 18 months.
The Museum is now open 10am-4pm from Thursdays to
Saturdays throughout the rest of 2021 with a view to
extending its opening hours in spring 2022.
Read more

New Pop-Up Shop to open for business in Horsham
Horsham District Council is on the lookout for local
budding retailers as it is set to open a new Pop-Up Shop
facility in Horsham’s West Street from 1 November.
Opening on 1 November, the brand-new store in West
Street is right in the heart of Horsham, with a busy
pedestrianised area, and makes use of a vacant property
owned by the Council, providing affordable temporary
premises. This allows smaller enterprises and start-up
businesses the opportunity to trial business concepts and
trade in a high-street location and use dedicated events space without the
commitment or cost of a longer-term lease.
Read more

Councillors asked to approve Drill Hall business case
At a Horsham District Council Cabinet Meeting on 7
October 2021, councillors will be asked to consider a
proposal and business case from the Horsham Branch of
the Royal British Legion for it to lease and take overall
control of the activities and operations of the Drill Hall,
Denne Road, Horsham.
If the proposal is successful, the Horsham Branch of the
Royal British Legion will look to use the Drill Hall as its
headquarters, as a social space for its members, and as an
ongoing community facility for the benefit of residents and visitors.

Read more

Two In Bloom Awards for Horsham Park
Horsham Town Centre’s iconic Horsham Park has been
recognised with two major accolades by the 2021 South
and South East in Bloom awards scheme, much to the
delight of the Council’s Parks and Countryside team and
the Friends of Horsham Park volunteer group.
The Park was awarded a ‘Silver-Gilt’ in the Large Park
category of the awards scheme and a ‘Thriving’ in the It’s
Your Neighbourhood category, which focusses on
community participation and environmental
responsibility, as well as gardening achievement.
Read more

Neighbourhood Wardens' intervention results in arrest
Horsham District Council’s Neighbourhood Wardens for
Storrington & Sullington, Chris Poore and Steve Christian,
recently helped Sussex Police to catch thieves in
Storrington.
Whilst on foot patrol in Storrington village, Steve noticed
a car parked adjacent to another and a man was lying on
the road holding a mechanical saw. It became clear that a
theft of a catalytic converter was in progress.
Their quick thinking resulted in two arrests, after the men
were intercepted by the police near Chichester.
Read more

Celebrating the Great Big Green Week in Horsham

A national week of events highlighting action on climate
change took place from 18 to 26 September this year. The
Great Big Green Week was one of the largest events for
climate and nature ever seen in the UK. To celebrate the
week in Horsham a special event took place in the
Bishopric on Saturday 25 September.
Horsham District Council hosted a stand at the Horsham
based event, named ‘Horsham’s Great Green Day’, to
showcase its numerous environmental initiatives and the
support it is giving to residents and businesses to help combat the negative aspects of
climate change locally.
Find out more

Jobs and Skills Fair a great success
The 2021 Horsham District Jobs and Skills Fair was held on
Saturday 2 October at Drill Hall Horsham.
Hundreds of visitors attended to meet employers at more
than 30 stands. There were 500 vacancies available on the
day!
The employer and vacancy information is still available to
view on the dedicated Jobs and Skills Fair website.
Read more
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05.10.2021 Email from NALC
Chief Executives Bulletin

New Points of Light published
It was brilliant to read in the new 2021 edition of Points of Light published this week about
some really interesting, innovative and inspiring examples of how local (parish and town)
councils are supporting their communities. These include managing the local water supply,
providing free breakfast packs for families on low incomes, employing a family support
worker, operating a discounted housing scheme and setting up a food bank, to name just a
few. Please do check it out and also tell us about what you are doing
to policycomms@nalc.gov.uk.
Spending review submission
This week we urged the government to use the Comprehensive Spending Review and
forthcoming levelling up and recovery white paper to help unlock and support parish power
to level up and rebuild communities. Our submission argues that with the right support and
collaboration – and by working together with NALC – the government has an opportunity to
help local councils to do more and “provide the important local leadership needed to level up
communities and ensure a social, as well as economic, recovery from the coronavirus
pandemic”. You can read more in our news story here.
NALC Smaller Councils Committee
NALC’s Smaller Councils Committee met remotely on 28 September, here are some headlines:
•

The Committee welcomed campaigns intern, Nick Howell, and projects officer, Lisa
Etchell to their first meeting of the Committee, where they gave respective updates on
some of NALC’s campaigns and improvement projects, noting the deadline for
applications to the third round of the Local Council Award Scheme (LCAS) was now 8

•

•

October and that following the e-learning pilots this was planned to be rolled out in
November
There was an update on the elections process to the Smaller Councils Committee for
2022/23 and the committee’s proposals to the Management Board for changes to the
size of its membership, role and support would be considered as part of the wider
governance review next year.
NALC’s work on civility and respect in public life was endorsed as a priority issue for
the sector and the work to date by the project working group was welcomed including
the joint statement, recruitment of a project officer and priorities for the work
programme such as the development of a local resolution protocol

High streets and town centres
We held another successful online event on 29 September on the theme of markets and high
streets, which we were pleased to have hosted by Kathryn Owen from NALC’s partners
Blachere Illumination. 100% of delegates who gave us feedback said the event met their
expectations, with 100% again saying they would recommend our events to others – no
wonder many of our events are selling out and we are releasing additional tickets. Huge
thanks to our speakers Matt Baker from the Grimsey Review Team, Ojay Macdonald from
Association of Town and City Management, Cllr Susannah Clarke from Lewisham Council and
David Preston from the National Association of British Market Authorities. You can find out
more about our upcoming events here.
In/out and aboutOur chair, Cllr Sue Baxter, was the opening speaker at the Scribefest
2021 virtual conference on 29 September, using the theme of ‘together we stand’ to thank
everyone in local (parish and town) councils for supporting their communities since the start
of the pandemic, reflecting on the last five years as NALC’s chair and identifying challenges for
the future.
•

Our head of policy and communications was in Brighton on 26/27 September to
attend some events at the Labour Party autumn conference. Both Sue and Justin will
be in Manchester for the upcoming Conservative Party autumn conference to engage
with ministers, advisers, think tanks and other organisations.

Policy Committee agenda
Next week our Policy Committee hold their final meeting of the year and will be considering,
among other things, consultations we have responded to, progress on our campaigns and
policy motions submitted by county associations – you can read the agenda and supporting
papers on the NALC website.
And finally…
The wait is nearly over for the Star Council Awards 2021 ceremony, which is taking place on 8
October at noon. Please keep an eye on your inbox, the NALC website and our social media
channels over the next week as we reveal more details about how you can watch. In the
meantime, you can read about the finalists here – and good luck to you all!
________________________________________________________________________________

05.10.2021 Email from Sussex Police
Safer Streets

Earlier this week I attended a moving ceremony at
Sussex Police HQ in Lewes to commemorate
National Police Memorial Day.
This special day is a chance to honour and
recognise those heroic officers who have lost their
lives in service of their communities.
As ever, it was a privilege to attend the event - led by Chief Constable Shiner - to
remember those who paid the ultimate price for protecting the people they served in a job
to which they were totally committed.

CREATING SAFER STREETS IN HASTINGS

On Thursday I visited St Leonards to see some of the improvements made possible by the
Safer Streets programme and met with the amazing people who have pulled everything
together locally. The programme was awarded almost £1million following a successful bid
by my office to the Home Office’s Safer Streets fund to improve community safety in
neighbourhood crime 'hotspots' within Eastbourne and Hastings.
I was shown a range of impressive work, including colourful murals on the sea front,
improvements to street lighting and the gating of alleyways to make them safer.
Local shops have also benefitted from new security measures which have brought a
greatly increased sense of safety, as I heard from several delighted shop owners during
my visit. Protective screening for front windows, attractive painted shop fascias and the

installation of CCTV are examples of improvements which have reassured owners and
customers alike.
I also met volunteers from the Tidy Up St Leonards project led by John Funnell who is
very pleased with the support lent to the scheme and is signing up plenty of new
volunteers.
It was genuinely gratifying to see for myself some results of the Safer Streets work
carried out in St Leonards and to hear first-hand from residents and businesses about the
positive difference it's made to the community.
I cannot go without acknowledging the terrible events of recent days and the resulting
impact on public confidence in the police. My newsletter next week will focus on this
issue and the work being done in Sussex to tackle violence against women and girls.

Katy Bourne OBE, Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner
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