Rudgwick Parish Council
Weekly Clerk’s Update 7 October – 13 October 2019 (Agenda October 2019)
To: Parish Councillors
c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)
Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)
From: Jonna Foote
The weekly update provides information regarding:
• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk
• Planning information
• Correspondence/communications from parishioners
• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations
List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis.
o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex)
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group)
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission)
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils)
o HDC (Horsham District Council)
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils)
o SSALC (Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils)
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council)
____________________________________________________________________________
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Received further Lloyds documents regarding KGV Trust account – Tax residency selfcertification for entities. These have been completed and returned
Royal Mail RPC address has been updated, now including Rudgwick Parish Council in
address
A reminder email has been sent to HDC regarding the broken litter bin at the Skate
Park
Open Space Warden has reported further debris left near KGV, in between huts – clerk
has contacted the clubs.
Lloyds Business Account free period (part of the compensation package of May –
November 2018) has come to an end, bank charges to commence on 9 December
2019. All RPC invoices request BACS payment as the preferred payment method as
both cheques and cash payment incur costs.
Submitted VAT reclaim £1,483.41 to HMRC on 07.10.2019
Tree work as per tree surveys has been completed, KGV work with a bat inspector in
attendance, no bats were found.
A letter from Mr Quinn was received, in response to the letter the Council sent 2nd
October. A copy of the letter can be found further on in this document under
emails/correspondence, page 10.
WSCC still does not have information regarding gritting route for 2019/20 Winter
Emergency Plan.
Sent Winter Emergency Plan general information and request for volunteers to
Rudgwick Parish Magazine for inclusion in November issue, insert will be in December.
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•

•

Received information from E Baxter regarding Community Speedwatch initiative,
please see e-mails/ correspondence (page 21). Costs for the initial speed watch pack
have been increased, also volunteers are not able to wear standard High Viz jackets –
so costs would be £411 rather than £235 initially indicated. However, Council may be
able to apply for funding – to be confirmed by E. Baxter.
Received information regarding Arriva 63 Horsham/Guildford Bus Service - Revision
from Monday 4th November – please see e-mails/correspondence (p25)

Planning
Delegated Applications
Delegated Applications for noting at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting November 2019
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Official
Response Date

Applications for Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting November 2019
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

DC/19/1978

Smithers Farm,
Guildford Road,
Rudgwick

Change of use of existing
dwelling into estate
office. Erection of a two
storey dwelling

Recommendation

Official
Response
Date
28.10.2019

Decisions
HDC Council Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting November 2019
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

DC/19/1810

Chequered Oak
Bungalow,
Rowhook Road,
Rowhook

Non Material Amendment
to previously approved
application DC/19/0887
(Erection of a single storey
side/rear extension with
habitable living space in
loft and the erection of a
porch) Installation of an
additional window in the
proposed en-suite
bathroom and to replace
the proposed bifold doors
in the new living area with
french doors and side
lights.

RPC
Recommendation
No objection

HDC Decision
Application
Permitted

Enforcement Numbers

Page 2 of 27

Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting November 2019
EN/19/0471

Alleged; Land being used to display and sell vehicles without permission
Smithers Farm, Guildford Road, Rudgwick

Correspondence/communications from parishioners to the Council
•

General correspondence/emails
07.10.2019 Email from AirS
Social Media Training
VILLAGE HALLS & COMMUNITY BUILDINGS BULLETIN
Important news from the AirS Village Halls & Community Buildings Advisory Service

October 2019
Mastering Social Media Workshops
Social Media Training designed specifically for Village Halls & Community Buildings

AirS has partnered up with Brighton-based digital marketing agency, Digital Firefly to offer
two social media workshops. These 2hr workshops have been designed specifically for

village halls and community buildings.
Session overview:
This session will introduce the main differences and benefits of each major social media
platforms and help you understand how to use them.
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We’ll discuss the current state of social media marketing and help you understand the
principles to follow to see success from your social media strategies, from explaining what
metrics are and choosing the right ones to measure to creating content and engaging
audiences. This session is suitable for any business or organisation looking to learn more
about using social media to see real life results.

By the end of the session you’ll have a better understanding of social media and how to
use it to your benefit and the benefit of your communities and audiences.

Tuesday 10th December 2019
6.30pm – 8.30pm
Pulborough Village Hall, Swan View, Pulborough RH20 2BF

Wednesday 22nd January 2020
6.30pm – 8.30pm
Battle Memorial Hall, 81 High St, Battle TN33 0AQ
Prices:
£24 per person for AirS Subscribers
£30 per person for Non-Subscribers

For more information, please email villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk

07.09.2019 Email from HDC Strategic Planning
Statement of Community Involement
The Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is a statutory document which sets out the ways in
which the council will engage with residents, communities, businesses, local organisations and other
groups to ensure as many people as possible are able to have a say in planning decisions that affect
them.

The document provides guidance on how the planning system works and sets out how the council will
inform, consult and involve people in planning decisions within Horsham District, excluding the area
within the South Downs National Park.

The current document was approved at the Cabinet meeting on 26 September 2019 and now forms the
adopted SCI for Horsham District Council. It is available to view on our website via the following link:

https://beta.horsham.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/statement-of-community-involvement

For information; a hard copy has been sent to each library within the district.
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If you have any queries in relation to the SCI please do not hesitate to contact a member of the
Strategic Planning Team.

Kind regards,
Natasha Robinson
Planning Officer
Telephone: 01403 215293
Email: Natasha.Robinson@horsham.gov.uk

07.10.2019 Email from Clarion Housing regarding affordable housing at Barleycroft
Hi Jonna,

Great to talk just then.

Please see attached brochure for our shared ownership units within the development.

PD19_0478_Clarion_ Dairy Close Price
SO Brochure_Windacres Farm_Dairy
List.pdf Close_v07_LR.pdf

Dairy Close at Barley Croft
We have 9 properties for shared ownership which is a mix of 1 and 2 bedroom apartments and 2 and 3
bedroom houses. See attached price list.
As you confirmed, I think the wording should be ‘priority given to those with a local connection to
Rudgwick Parish’

To be considered they would need to enquire to Clarion and we would then send them a link to our
brokers website to complete a quick financial affordability assessment.
Typically to be eligible you should not own another home and your household income must be less
than £80,000

We will be launching our shared ownership units from the Jubilee Hall on the 26th October AM and this
will be by appointment only (we normally get 1 -2 walk ins anyway) where I will have blown up
floorplans for each plot and more detailed info on the properties and development.

I can get a leaflet designed which would be something like ‘have you considered shared ownership?
You could get on the property ladder with only £5,000. Come along to the launch of Dairy Close at
Barley Croft ………’ is this ok or do you have something else in mind? Ill ask marketing to work on this
this week and get some printed..

Thanks so much for all your help
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Millie

07.10.2019 Email from Slinfold resident regarding Roman Woods
From: xxx
Sent: 07 October 2019 12:00
To: x <clerk@slinfold-pc.gov.uk>; clerk@rudgwick-pc.org.uk <clerk@rudgwick-pc.org.uk>
Subject: FW: Firtree Plantation

Is there anything you can do about this?
HDC are now basing their decision not to remove this contaminated material on the fact that
it is not a public footpath.
It is most definitely a public footpath and there are even signs saying so.

From: Rob.Leet <Rob.Leet@horsham.gov.uk>
Sent: 07 October 2019 11:25
To:
Subject: RE: Firtree Plantation

My understanding is there is no “public footpath” at that location. The land is owned by …...the
landowners (ie not WSCC, not HDC, not Parish Council)

There is a public right of way which runs through the privately owned land. This right of way is still
owned by the landowners but they have a responsibility to maintain and not obstruct it.

The landowners have constructed a track to facilitate their access to their sites. This is permitted under
the Planning Act and does not need express consent. The reason the owners erred in the first place
was because they didn’t obtain a prior approval for the tracks, as required by the Act.

The public right of ways still exist and have not been obstructed.

Rob Leet
Planning Compliance Officer
Telephone: 01403 215167
Email: Rob.Leet@horsham.gov.uk

11.10.2019 from HDC
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Latest News
All the l atest news and information from H orsham Dis trict C ouncil

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.

Latest news
and information

New £8 million Piries
Place Car Park open
The brand new £8 million Horsham Town Centre
car park at Piries Place has officially opened to
the public.
The new five-level multi-storey car park is larger than the previous car park and has 516
spaces, 189 more than previously, which have both wider and deeper bays than before.
Other features include eight electric vehicle charging bays and an iconic 14.5 metre high
living wall.

Read more

Keep the kids active over
October Half-Term
With October half-term fast approaching, it's a
good time to start thinking about the kids' plans for
the holiday.
Here are just a few of the activities that we have
organised to keep your kids entertained over the
October break.
•

Horsham Halloween Party

•

Sport, Art and Play Day Camps

•

Sport-Only Workshops
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•

Horsham Park Tennis is available all year round!

•

The Gruffalo, The Witch and The Warthog with Julia Donaldson

•

Children's activities at Horsham Museum & Art Gallery

Support the Horsham District
Community Lottery and win
an entertainment bundle!
This new community lottery for the Horsham
District got off to a flying start last month with
over 80 community groups and 660 supporters
signed up so far, and over 1200 tickets
purchased in time for the inaugural prize draw
on 28 September.
Thanks to this level of interest the lottery will
have raised at least £39,000 for good causes in the Horsham District over the first year!

Entertainment bundles
This autumn there are five Entertainment Bundles up for grabs nationally, promoted by
Gatherwell who work with councils across the country to help manage their community
lotteries.
To enter just buy one or more tickets before Saturday 2 November 2019 at 8pm. If you
are already a current regular supporter, as long as you play the lottery during the qualifying
period you will be entered in this additional draw.

Buy tickets

The Lady Vanishes
The Capitol Theatre, 21-26 October 2019
BAFTA-nominated Gwen Taylor and ‘Villain of
the Year’ Andrew Lancel are reunited for the
first time since their two years together
in Coronation Street as Anne Taylor and her evil
son (who she killed!) Frank Foster.
Andrew and Gwen are back in this devilishly fun
stage adaptation of Alfred Hitchcock’s The Lady Vanishes by The Thriller Theatre
Company showing at Horsham's Capitol Theatre from 21-26 October.

Buy tickets

Keeping your home
warmer this winter

Finalist for international
technology awards
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The Warm Home Discount is a
Government scheme giving qualifying
households £140 credit into their electricity
accounts.
The discount can be applied to energy
accounts between from 14 October until
the end of March 2020.

The Council’s Community Link service has
been announced as a finalist in the 2019
International Technology Enabled Care
(ITEC) Awards - celebrating the very best
in health and social care innovation.

Read more

Read more

08.10.2019 Email from HDC

Council and cabinet meetings
Agendas, minutes and publications

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email updates
from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.

Tuesday, 8th October, 2019, 1.21 pm - Agenda published: Meeting of Wednesday,
16th October, 2019 6.00 pm, Council.
08-10-2019 02:21 PM BST

09.10.2019 Letter from Jeremy Quin MP

JEREMY QUIN MP

HOUSE OF COMMONS
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LONDON SW1A OAA

Jonna Foote,
Clerk to Rudgwick Parish Council Rudgwick Village Hall
Bucks Green, Rudgwick
West Sussex
RH12 3JJ
9 October 2019

Thank you for your letter dated 2nd October, on behalf of the Parish Council.
I was very grateful to the Parish Council for making known my “pub chat” in the
Kings Head in the Summer. I greatly enjoyed the meeting and talking to a large
number of residents about a wide range of issues.
You are absolutely right that one of the key issues that was brought up was in
relation to the proper enforcement of local planning decisions. I am hugely
sympathetic: people will accept (albeit sometimes with reluctance) decisions made
by a fair and proper planning process. People will naturally find it hard to accept
the outcome of a process that is not seen to treat everyone fairly.
Local enforcement is very much a matter for the District Council. I do not
determine Council policy and certainly cannot “direct” the council: I can however
raise matters of concern with the Council and did so, with the Council’s Chief
Executive, following the meeting.
I was very pleased to hear as a result of my enquiry that the Chief Executive, Glenn
Chipp was meeting the Parish Council Chair and Rudgwick residents on Tuesday
27th August to discuss specific local concerns around encampments and the use of
enforcement powers available to HDC. I do hope the opportunity to discuss the
concerns with Mr Chipp was of help.
I met Mr Chipp and the Leader of the Council subsequent to that meeting in order
to discuss, among other issues, enforcement. The Chief Exec kindly
Horsham Constituency: 01403 210 600 Westminster Office: 0207 219 6341
www.jeremyquin. com
jeremy. quin. mp@parl iament. uk

agreed as a follow up to the meeting to write to me, setting out HDC’s position
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(and actions) on enforcement.
While he freely acknowledges that no local authority is ever perfect he believes
that Horsham’s record on enforcement is pretty good.
However the Council is aware that there are real concerns on enforcement around
the district — a point I was able to make with specific evidence arising from the
meetings I conducted not only in Rudgwick but throughout the constituency over
the summer.
As a result and in order to bolster residents’ confidence HDC are implementing a
programme which they are referencing as the five P’s:
1.
Protocol
HDC has committed to revisit its Local Enforcement Plan and redraft where
necessary to ensure that it explains the steps involved in enforcement activity as
clearly as possible and set out the factors which they are required to take into
account when considering expedient and proportionate enforcement actions.
2.
PAS Review
HDC has commissioned the Planning Advisory Service to review and benchmark
enforcement activity in the district. They hope to use the findings of this review to
build confidence in what HDC already do efficiently and target improvement in
areas where it is required.
3.
Publicity
I am informed that HDC deals with over 600 enforcement cases each year and that
the vast majority are resolved successfully and promptly. Barring a few exceptional
cases, HDC does not publicise successful enforcement activity. HDC feel that a
more proactive media campaign will help improve public confidence and hopefully
act as a deterrent to those contemplating breaching planning regulations.
4.
Parishes
HDC see Parish Councils as their ‘eyes and ears’ on the ground, they want to work
with the Parishes to improve the effectiveness of enforcement activity.
They have committed to offer refresher training to Parish Councils explaining the
regulatory regime that planning authorities have to work within. That will be
followed up with briefings on the revised Local Enforcement Plan as soon as it is
available.
5.
Programme of Training
HDC will offer a programme of training to those that are interested in enforcement.
This has already been incorporated into the new Member induction programme.
I hope you will agree that this is helpful approach. I think residents (and those
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minded to flout the system) need to be aware that HDC not only enforce but are
seen to be conducting enforcement where required. This is, to my mind, necessary
to bolster confidence in the system.
While breaches in planning and enforcement come from many different quarters I
am aware that unauthorised Traveller encampments are one such.
After a series of incidents in the constituency I wrote to the Minister of State in the
Home Office responsible for this area of policy in August. I was assured that the
Home Office are looking at every aspect of this including conducting a review into
how setting up unauthorised encampments could be made a criminal offence.
I attach a copy of the Minister’s letter. I have had further discussions on this issue
with colleagues as recently as yesterday and I will let you know how this develops.

HOC
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Kit Malthouse MP
Munster o* State lor Crime
Pobclny and the Pirc Suivice
2 Mursriam S*eet.
London SW IP 4 J|
> • j‘ in-.-

Home Office
Jemmy Quin MP House of Commons London
SW1A0AA
HOCS Reference: Ml N/0012634/19

September 2019

Thank you for your letter of 20 August about unauthorised Traveller encampments.
I am aware of the challenges many locations across the country face when tackling
unauthorised encampments. Tho distress local communities and businesses face as a
consequence of these encampments is unacceptable and the Government is clear that
the response Io unauthonsod traveller sitos requires a locally driven, multi-agency
response, supported by both local authorities and Ihn police.
As you are aware, in respunso to concerns raised through last year's consultation on
powers for dealing with unauthorised development and encampments, the previous Homo
Secretary announced that tho Home Office had identified a set of measures to extend
powers available to the police, which we believe will enable unauthorised encampments
to be tackled more effectively We are also conducting a review into how setting up
unauthorised encampments can be made a criminal offence. Details of the previous
Horne Secretary's Written Ministerial Statement can be found at; t’p ' A .V. pjiKih' ill ii- l>
| ul
•.ili.ii •pj. • lr ii
,
.' it‘,’in .firiir.mr .'I''.V!?!
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The Home Office will be launching a public consultation on these measures shortly.

Kit Malthouse MP

11.10.2019 Email from NALC
Chief Executives Weekly Bulletin

Chief executive's bulletin
Meeting with Alzheimer’s Society
On 8 October our head of membership services, Charlotte Eisenhart, and policy intern, Claire Goldfinch,
met with the Alzheimer’s Society to discuss our joint work under the strategic commitment signed
almost two years ago. Issues covered included the role of local (parish and town) councils in building
dementia-friendly communities, sharing of information and goals and aims for our joint work over the
coming year. A key policy theme for NALC in 2020 will be health and wellbeing so I am really looking
forward to continuing to work with the Alzheimer’s society to create real change. And if you haven’t read
it already, do check out the Dementia-friendly rural communities guide. I’m also delighted that
Alzheimer’s Society champion Ian Sherriff will be delivering dementia friends training on 13 December
at the NALC office – we have two additional spaces available on a first-come, first-served basis – please
email claire.goldfinch@nalc.gov.uk
LCR magazine interview with new LGA chairman
Our senior communications officer, Marie Dill, recently met with Cllr James Jamieson, the new chairman
of the Local Government Association (LGA), for LCR magazine. The interview revealed he is hugely
supportive of the local council sector, saying: “Local councils are sometimes better placed to develop
and deliver targeted services and solutions for hyper-local communities in a way that principal councils
are not.” And looking forward, he sees the two associations working together “better, closer and less
adversarial”. But he also adds: “If local councils are to play a role in helping to shape and build
communities, then they need to step up to the challenge and work with principal authorities." To read
more from this interview, which appears in the Autumn Annual Conference Special issue, subscribe to
LCR at www.nalc.gov.uk/lcrmagazine. You can also hear from James direct as he is among the
brilliant line-up of speakers at the Annual Conference, book here.
Consultations
We have two consultations running at the moment and we’d love to hear from you: firstly on
the consultation underway on proposed reforms to support the deployment of 5g and extend mobile
coverage, but do be quick to email claire.goldfinch@nalc.gov.uk by the end of today; secondly we
will be responding to government’s independent review of local government audit so please
complete this survey to share your views, the deadline is 8 November.
Larger councils, choose your representatives in NALC!
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And we’ve also has opened up the online voting process for NALC’s Larger Councils Committee for
candidates for 2020-1. Can I urge all member larger councils (those with a precept income or annual
turnover of £600,000 plus, or an electorate of 6000 plus) to vote online now, more information including
candidate nominations are here.
Smaller councils, get involved in NALC!
This week we opened up the nominations process to NALC’s Smaller Councils Committee for directly
elected candidates for 2020-21. The Committee is a key special interest group for NALC and represents
the interests of all smaller local councils in England. There are three elected councillor and elected
clerk places available, more information including the nomination form is here.
Out and about
I was delighted to attend and speak at the very busy annual general meeting of the Northamptonshire
County Association of Local Councils (NCALC) on 5 October. Sarah Mason, chief executive, Cornwall
Association of Local Councils also spoke and provided some brilliant insights into the experience of
going unitary which should help Northamptonshire’s transition next year. At the event NCALC’s chief
executive, Danny Moody, launched an excellent report on how the unitary process could be managed to
maximise the support of local councils – you can read more in the news story and his blog post.
And finally...
Parliament was prorogued again this week by the Prime Minister ahead of a Queens Speech on 14
October in which the government will set out new legislative plans. Prorogation – or the suspension of
Parliament – means that no debates, select committees or other usual business that goes in
Westminster can take place until after the Queen has reopened Parliament. Our battle to get the ‘toilets
bill’ enacted continues...!

11.09.2019 Email from SSALC
Named PCSO for every local community – Sussex Police
Every community in Sussex will have a named PCSO starting from next month, Sussex Police has announced.
The confirmation follows an investment in 100 extra PCSOs, secured through local funding by Police & Crime
Commissioner Katy Bourne – bringing the total number to 296.
Chief Constable Giles York said the decision will put ‘eyes and ears’ into every part of the county and give local
people a direct point of contact for local policing issues and concerns.
“When we introduced the new local policing model three years ago, we said it would be scalable. Now, thanks to
this additional investment, we’re in a position to strengthen local policing and we know this is what local
communities want to see,” said Mr York.
15

“Our PCSOs do an incredible job, every day, working alongside their police officer colleagues to prevent and
detect crime and tackle anti-social behaviour in our local communities.
“This change means communities will soon begin to see and feel the benefits of their investment as new PCSOs
are deployed over the coming months, where they will provide a visible policing presence and be a point of
contact for local policing issues.”
The change will take effect from November 4, when all existing PCSOs will adopt responsibility for a defined
geographical area, and be rolled out over the coming months as the additional PCSOs are recruited and deployed.
It comes in addition to recent announcements on the recruitment of 379 additional police officers for the county
over the next four years.
Police & Crime Commissioner Katy Bourne said:
“My focus groups and conversations with local people clearly show that the public want PCSOs back in their
communities, forming that essential and reassuring link with police. Neighbourhood Policing needed modernising
five years ago and that included giving PCSOs the necessary skills to help support police officers and investigations.
“Since then, Sussex Police have transformed the role of PCSOs by equipping them with more knowledge, skills and
powers, but at the same time keeping the best of the old model where PCSOs were known in their local
communities. I know that communities across the county will be delighted to hear Sussex Police are making
their PCSOs more accessible and visible by increasing the numbers on our streets by 100 and providing a named
PCSO for each ward area.”
PSCOs will continue to form part of wider local prevention teams, ensuring that finite police resources can be
focused on the most critical issues.
The uplift in PCSOs includes six new rural PCSOs who will provide specialist support and advice to those in rural
communities.
The increase will help address some of the low level issues affecting communities, preventing the escalation of
more serious crime and violence.
The decision complements ongoing transformation plans by Sussex Police to strengthen local policing, modernise
to respond to changing patterns of serious crime and the ways in which the public can contact the police.
These additional PCSO posts are being recruited throughout the financial year with intakes of 18 in July 2019, 36
in September 2019, 36 in January 2020 and 36 in March 2020 under the PCSO apprenticeship scheme.
The 100 new posts will be allocated based on demand with details available locally and at www.sussex.police.uk
11.09.2019 Email from NALC
Neighbouhood Planning & Community Health & Wellbeing

si planner's view on the world of Neighbourhood Planning

National Association
of Local Councils
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING AND COMMUNITY
HEALTH AND WELLBEING
Councils will recall the CIL Briefing sent out earlier this year by NALC Legal Services, and in line with
neighbourhood planning, All Things Neighbourhood Planning consider that Councils could and should go
one step further and this article looks to explore health and wellbeing through neighbourhood planning.
As Councils will know where a Neighbourhood Plan is in force, they will receive a greater share of
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds. This additional funding places greater responsibility on the
council to deliver infrastructure and facilities, and local councils may wish to consider how they can use
this funding to improve the health of residents.
Through neighbourhood planning, local councils have the opportunity to create places which will enhance
the health of the communities they serve. Neighbourhood Plans can address health and well-being in a
wide variety of different ways - from tackling pollution, encouraging healthy eating, improving access to
open space and the countryside, requiring new development to be designed to encourage healthy
lifestyles, and improving local services and facilities. Health and wellbeing are not isolated issues and
should be a central theme to any neighbourhood plan.
Improving health and wellbeing through neighbourhood planning
Our environment greatly affects our health. At its most extreme, the World Health Organisation estimates
that globally, 12.6 million people die each year as a result of living or working in an unhealthy
environment1. In the UK, some of the nation’s greatest health challenges, such as obesity, mental

ALL THINGS NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING
A planner's view on the world of Neighbourhood Planning

National Association
of Local Councils

health issues, physical inactivity and the needs of an ageing population are influenced by the quality of
our built and natural environment2.
To illustrate how communities can tackle issues of health and well-being through neighbourhood planning,
this article draws on real examples from Neighbourhood Plans in force across the country.

1

WHO 2016, An estimated 12.6 million deaths each year are attributable to unhealthy environments, available at:
httDs://www.who.int/news-room/detail/15-03-2016-anestimated-12-6-million-deaths-each-vear-are-attributable-tounhealthv-environments
2
Public Health England - Written Evidence (BEN0186), available at:
httD://data.Darliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/b uilt-environmentcommittee/built-environment/written/22901.html
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Minimising exposure to pollution
According to the nation’s Clean Air Strategy, air pollution is the top environmental risk to human health in
the UK3. Recognising the threat of air pollution, the Godaiming and Farncombe Neighbourhood Plan’s
"Healthy Air" policy requires all development proposals to assess their impacts on air quality4 .
Similarly, exposure to noise can impact on quality of life and give rise to adverse health effects by causing
annoyance and sleep disturbance5 6. Addressing specific local concerns about noise levels, the Lewes
Neighbourhood Plan5 requires new developments to assess the effects of traffic noise.
Healthy eating
The Standish Neighbourhood Plan identifies obesity as a local issue affecting resident’s health. The plan
seeks to instil healthy lifestyles in young people by controlling the number of hot food takeaways opening
in the town, particularly in proximity of the secondary school.

ALL THINGS NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING
A planner's view on the world of Neighbourhood Planning

National Association
of Local Councils

Local food production is encouraged by the Harvington Neighbourhood Plan7 which protects land in use
for agriculture and horticulture, and includes a community project to analyse rare fruit trees in the area’s
many orchards, thereby preserving such crops for future generations.
Access to open space and the countryside
The Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan (2018) recognises that access to nature is important to both

3

Department for Food, Environment & Rural Affairs, Clean Air Strategy, available at: httos://assets.
Dublishinq.service.qov.uk/qovernment/uoloads/svstem/uDloads/attachmen t data/file/77O715/clean-air-strateqy2O19.Ddf
4
Godaiming and Farncombe Neighbourhood Plan, available at:
httos://www.waverlev.qov.uk/info/200358/neighbourhood olans/2164/qodalming and f arncombe neighbourhood plan
referendum
5
DEFRA, Noise Policy Statement for England 2010, available at:
httos://assets. Dublishinq.service.qov.uk/qovernment/uoloads/svstem/uDloads/attachmen t data/file/69533/ob13750noise-Dolicv.odf
6
Lewes Neighbourhood Plan, available at: https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wD- content/uDloads/2019/04/LewesNeighbourhood-Plan-Made-Plan.Ddf
7
Harvington Neighbourhood Plan, available at:
httDs://www.wvchavon.qov.uk/documents/10586/9654909/Harvinqton+NP+Referendum +Version+RFSmin.odf/aa58df99-789b-e1e7-edb6-cc98eb0230dc
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physical and mental health8 9. The Pebworth Neighbourhood Plan5 supports the dual purposes that public
rights of way and bridleways provide in enabling people to access the countryside by walking, cycling and
horse-riding, and their benefits to flora and fauna in providing 'green corridors' between habitats.
To protect their parks, allotments and other publicly accessible green areas from the pressures of
development, many, if not most, neighbourhood plans designate such areas as Local Green Spaces granting protection equivalent to “green belt” status.
Designing healthy developments
There are a range of nationally-recognised standards and toolkits which can be employed through
neighbourhood plans to enhance the quality of new development - some of which have benefits to health
and well-being.
To meet the needs of older people, people with limited mobility, and wheelchair users, the Goring

Neighbourhood Plan10 requires a proportion of
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new homes to be accessible and adaptable, by meeting optional technical housing standards set out in
Building Regulations11.
Responding to projected increases in the number of people suffering from dementia, the Aylsham
Neighbourhood Plan12 encourages new developments to be designed to be ‘dementia-friendly’, meeting
the design principles set out in “At a Glance: a Checklist for Developing Dementia Friendly Communities”13.
Building for Life 12 is endorsed by the government's national planning policies and sets out standards for
the design of new developments14. Building for Life 12 promotes well-being by requiring new developments
8

HM Government 2018, A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment, available at:
httos://assets. Dublishinq.service.qov.uk/qovernment/uDloads/svstem/uoloads/attachmen t data/file/693158/25-vearenvironment-Dlan.odf
9
Pebworth Neighbourhood Plan, available at:
httos://www. wvchavon.gov. uk/documents/10586/0/Pebworth+Parish+NP+Referendum+ Version.odf/879f1370-93f218d4-d99e-7d742d531b61
10
Goring Neighbourhood Plan, available at:
htto://www.southoxon.gov.uk/sites/default/files/GNP%20Plan%20Document%20Referen
dum%20version%20comDressed.Ddf
11
Building Regulations Part M4(2) & M4(3)
12
Aylsham Neighbourhood Plan, available at:
httos://www.broad land.gov.uk/info/200164/neiqhbourhood olans/376/avlsham neiahbo urhood plan
13
Housing LIN, At a Glance: a Checklist for Developing Dementia Friendly Communities, available at:
httos://www.housinglin.orq.uk/ assets/Resources/Housinq/Supoort materials/Viewpoint s/Viewpoint25 AtAGIance.pdf
14
Design Council, Building for Life 12, available at: https://www.desiqncouncil.orq.uk/resources/quide/building-life-12-
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to create places within a development where people can meet each other, such as public spaces and
community buildings. The Stowupland Neighbourhood Plan15 requires new developments to be built to the
Building for Life 12 standard.
Becoming a victim of crime, or living in fear of crime, will also affect people’s wellbeing. The Rye
Neighbourhood Plan requires new developments to meet the “Secured by Design” standard, a police
initiative to guide the design and specification of new homes to reduce opportunities for crime16.
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Local services and facilities to improve health

Neighbourhood Plans can identify priority projects to be delivered in the area, or as part of a package of
facilities to support major development. For example, the Sutton Neighbourhood Pianv requires its major
site allocation to deliver expansion of local medical facilities, and provide specific sports and recreation
facilities.
These are just a sample of some of the initiatives being used by local councils to meet their community
health and wellbeing needs, and will hopefully provide ‘food for thought’ to other councils developing their
plans.
To discover more about Neighbourhood Plans, or for further advice on writing or drafting a plan, visit To
discover more about Neighbourhood Plans, or for further advice on writing or drafting a plan, visit

third-edition
15
Stowupland Neighbourhood Plan, available at: https://www.midsuffolk.qov.uk/planninq/neiqhbourhoodolanning/neiqhbourhood- planning-in-mid-suffolk/stowupland-neighbourhood-plan/
16
Secured by Design, available at: https://www.securedbvdesign.com/imaqes/downloads/HOMES BROCHURE 2019 NEW
version 2.pdf
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https://www.neighbourhood-planning.co.uk/p/home/html

11.10.2019 Two emails from E Baxter, Police regarding Community Speed Watch Team
Dear Jonna,

Thank you for taking time to chat with me about Community Speedwatch (CSW) recently. I promised you an
email with all the relevant information, so here goes!

There are three main parts to setting up a CSW group – firstly a CSW group registered on the website with
volunteers, secondly approved sites to work from, and thirdly a device to use.
------

Regarding the group:
The person who starts the group on the CSW website will be registered as a co-ordinator. Hopefully this is
what they intend, but it can be changed at a later date if not.
Each group should have two co-ordinators because, although the workload is not heavy and does quickly
become familiar, holidays and life events can easily interrupt.

This is a link to the main CSW website : https://www.communityspeedwatch.org/
If you prefer to not click links then search online for Community Speedwatch. The correct site should be the
top result, with thin photo of people in hi-viz looking at a blue Volvo.
Once there, do the logical things :
Click the REGISTER button
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Choose CREATE NEW GROUP then SUSSEX then HORSHAM
Fill in the necessary information.

There’s an email security process to confirm you really you and are trying to set CSW up. If you don’t see an
email then do check your spam as they seem to drop there quite often.
Any problems at this stage please email CSW@sussex.pnn.police.uk as they are the system experts and can
help.

To assist with the initial set-up, here are a couple of links:
First, to the Group Co-Ordinator Registration Guide:
https://www.communityspeedwatch.org/downloads/Group-Co-Ordinator-Registration-Guide.pdf
And second, to the Group Setup Guide: https://www.communityspeedwatch.org/downloads/Group-CoOrdinator-Setup-Guide.pdf

Once you get into the site you should see more buttons to click.
The one named USER ADMIN is particularly useful at this stage. Hover over it, in the dropdown is
DOCUMENTATION.
Click that for a long list of documents including the step-by-step guides above.

------

To register a second co-ordinator the willing volunteer registers as above and Steve O’Connell then
‘upgrades’ their record.
Every volunteer (co-ordinators and operators) should also complete the online training as soon as possible,
all of this assists with moving forward toward the practical training session delivered by Steve O’Connell.

------

Some helpful links for any new volunteers:
Once on the main CSW website, anyone intending to volunteer should :
Click the REGISTER button
Choose JOIN EXISTING GROUP, then SUSSEX then HORSHAM
Find the newly created RUDGWICK group in the list (there may be a day or two of delay before it shows) and
choose that, then fill in the necessary details.
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There’s then an email security process to confirm the volunteer is really trying to volunteer – if the email
doesn’t appear then check ‘spam’ as they seem to drop there quite often.
Any problems at this stage please email CSW@sussex.pnn.police.uk as they are the system experts and can
help.

Once registered, volunteers have wider access to the CSW site and have more buttons to click and explore!
The one named USER ADMIN is particularly useful at this stage. Hover over it, in the dropdown is
DOCUMENTATION.
Click that for a long list of documents including the step-by-step guides with links above and more.

------

Regarding sites:
Rudgwick already has fully assessed sites ready for use.
Once the group is created online I will email the full addresses for the sites to the Co-ordinator who then
loads them onto the site – it’s in a step-by-step guide!

------

Regarding the speed device cost:
As you are aware from our conversation, there are currently no loan devices available for Horsham
District. Work continues around this but if the finance to purchase a device exists then that purchase would
seem to be the advisable route.

So, about two weeks ago I followed the online purchase process for the Starter Kit 3, Bushnell Radar gun,
simply to obtain the final price – this is the speed device which is hairdryer shaped. I was able to print an
invoice giving the complete breakdown of cost.
If you would like to do the same then someone registered to the group can click on the SHOP button on the
CSW site and follow the process until you don’t quite pay!
As you know, all equipment must come from the cost-price shop due to calibration and policy
requirements.

Costs on the day that I looked were:
Purchase of kit plus delivery via courier: £514.42
However, if Steve collects it for you the maths becomes: £514.42 – £17.50 = £496.92 (this is arranged by
writing on the order ‘pass to Steve O’Connell for delivery’)
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Further, if Rudgwick PC can apply for a VAT rebate in this instance £496.92 - £85.74 = £411.18 final cost after
the tax is repaid.

There is one cheaper start-up box which has a device similar to a mobile phone. For that reason this can
sometimes cause driver confusion about what the CSW group is doing, hence our general recommendation
for the device that is instantly recognisable!

If financial discussions find that there is real difficulty in affording a device then please do let me know.
------

I do hope that the above is self-explanatory and helpful, of course if there are any queries please do get in
touch.

With kind regards,
Erica

PCSO Erica Baxter 27123, Rural PCSO, Prevention Team, Adur Worthing and Horsham
Police Station, Hurst Road, Horsham RH12 2DJ
Tel: 01273 404535 extn 530214, 07912 893170

You can report crime and incidents online at
https://www.sussex.police.uk/report-online
We want to know your views - see what’s new and give us your feedback and suggestions at
www.sussex.police.uk
If you have received this message in error, please contact the sender as soon as possible - you may not
copy it, or make use of any information contained in it for any purpose, or disclose its contents to any
other person. Messages sent and received by Sussex Police are not private and may be the subject of
monitoring.

Hello Jonna,

You mentioned in our phone call that there may be some concern about safety for the operators of CSW. To
reassure anyone with that concern, I can confirm that all sites have to pass full safety, policy and
functionality checks before they are approved.
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The safety includes the operators standing roadside, the road users, and pedestrians. This involves a check
of what is underfoot and overhead (for instance ruling out slippery surfaces or badly maintained roofs), the
track a vehicle may take (one example, ruling out sites on the apex of a bend), and what is around (one
example, ruling out sites with only narrow pedestrian ways).

The policy includes such matters as reasonable distance from change of speed limit, and not standing where
there may be a distraction (one example, near a mini-roundabout), as well as operating only in hours of
daylight.

The functionality encompasses the technical specifications of the device, for instance ensuring a line of sight
that is sufficiently long for the device to capture an accurate reading.

Although I initially identify sites the full assessments can only be passed by a properly trained person, in the
case of Rudgwick it was Steve O’Connell with all his years of experience who chose the locations.

Additional to the official assessments is the requirement for operators to conduct a dynamic risk assessment
on the day of a session. If they feel that something in the environment has changed – perhaps roadworks
altering the conditions, or rainy conditions that risk slippery roads, or an electricity pole nearby leaning
oddly, etc – then they simply call off that session. Steve and the CSW team are always available to give
advice if needs be.

I hope the above helps, let me know if there are any specific questions around this subject.

With kind regards,
Erica

11.10.2019 Email regarding Arriva 63 Horsham/Guildford Bus Service - Revision from Monday 4th November
Great news!
I have now had official confirmation that the above service will take the requested revised route through
BBH from Monday 4th November 2019.
As you know, this will mean going via the Tesco's Bus Stop (rather than thro BBH on the Billingshurst
Road (Station Garage) & Old Guildford Road (Shelley Arms)).
Obviously, the Tesco's bus stop will also serve the Horsham District leisure facilities comprising Bridge
Leisure Centre, Indoor Bowls & Athletics Stadium.
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I am told that even if the new C622 Broadbridge Way road is incomplete by 4th November, the bus will
still call in at Tesco. This means that the service will probably use the new A264 dual carriageway/A24
HighWood Hill interchange to facilitate readily calling at Tesco. Obviously it will be unable to stop at the
BBH Neighbourhood Centre (with its new bus stop) until the new C622 (west) bus lane is complete.
I am sure that your communities will welcome this service change and thank you all for your support in
making it happen. I must also say that Arriva have been very receptive to the approach & the case
made.
A timetable will be published in the near future.
Kind regards to all,
Paul K.

13.10.2019 Email for APCAG Gatwick is Big Enough Campaign

APCAG supports GBE Campaign
"Gatwick’s Big Enough" Campaign
Gatwick Airport recently announced a new Master Plan to:
1. Increase capacity of its main runway
2. Turn its standby runway into a second runway
3. Safeguard land for a potential third runway.
Should Gatwick’s opportunistic plan be successful, flight numbers would increase by almost 40%
and passenger numbers by over 50%. Apart from increased noise for our communities, this
growth will put further pressure on increasing the requirement for housing and even more strain
on our infrastructure.
Gatwick’s Master Plan would result in:
- More adverse health impacts for communities
- Increased requirement for housing, schools, medical services and waste management
- Additional strain on already fragile road and rail infrastructure
- Permanent environmental damage to our countryside
- An extra million tonnes of CO2 emissions pa, risking our planet’s future

To counter this threat community and parish council groups representing all areas around
Gatwick and led by Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign (GACC), have come together to form
the “Gatwick’s Big Enough” campaign group.
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The campaign has already questioned Gatwick’s attempts to bypass full scrutiny of its plans to
increase the capacity of its main runway and it is now preparing a challenge to Gatwick’s initial
submission to the Planning Inspectorate in relation to turning their standby runway into a second
runway.

Noise Management Board
Gatwick’s Noise Management Board (NMB) remains “paused” and we await feedback from the
airport regarding its re-commencement. The selection process for the independent Chairs of both
NMB forums (the Executive & the Community Forum) is underway although, disappointingly,
Community Noise Groups have been excluded from the Selection Panel.

In the meantime, please keep logging your Gatwick noise complaints on the following
link: https://viewpoint-eu.emsbk.com/lgw3
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