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The SHELAA is a key piece of evidence supporting the development of the Local Plan 

Review. Its aim is to provide an assessment of potential housing and economic land to 

enable the Council to identify sufficient sites to meet its ten year requirement for housing as 

set out in paragraph 67 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). The SHELAA 

evolved from the SHLAA which only addresses potential housing land. For the purposes of 

this factsheet the term SHELAA is used but the information applies to the SHLAA 

respectively. 

 
The SHELAA is aimed at agents, landowners and developers who wish to promote a site 

for development, Parish Councils who should have regard to the SHELAA and may wish to 

use it as an evidence base for neighbourhood planning in conjunction with their 

reassessment of site constraints and future suitability, and any other groups, individuals or 

organisations with an interest in the District. 

 
In order to avoid any unnecessary confusion, you may find the following points useful when 

referring to the SHELAA: 

 
Inclusion of sites 
 

 Any site can be submitted to the SHELAA for assessment provided it meets the 

required thresholds of over 5 units for residential development or over 0.25 hectares 

(500sqm) for economic land. 

 

 The identification of a site within the SHELAA does not imply that planning permission 

would be granted if an application were to be submitted. All planning applications will 

continue to be considered against the appropriate policies and having regard to any 

other material considerations. 

 

 The SHELAA does not allocate sites for development nor preclude future 

allocation. The allocation of sites for future housing development will be identified 

through the emerging Local Plan Review or Neighbourhood Plans. 

 

 The inclusion of potential sites within the SHELAA does not preclude them from being 

considered for other uses. The boundaries of sites are based on the information 

available at the time of the assessment. The SHELAA does not limit an 



extension or contraction of these boundaries for the purpose of a planning 

application. 

 

 The exclusion of sites from the SHELAA (e.g. because they fall below the required 

threshold of 5 units for residential development and 0.25ha for economic land) does 

not preclude the possibility of a planning application for being submitted on that site 

and later granted. Suitable sites will continue to come forward for development on 

sites that have not been identified in the SHELAA, for example through 

Neighbourhood Planning. 

 
 

Classification of sites 

 The classification of sites in terms of when they are likely to come forward for delivery 

(i.e. green 1-5 years, yellow 6-10 and 11+ years) is based on an assessment of the 

site at the time the SHELAA was undertaken. Circumstances or assumptions may 

change which may mean that sites could come forward sooner or later than originally 

envisaged. 

 

 The classification of a site is based on the classification of the developable area within 

that site, therefore if part of a site is considered ‘developable’ – i.e. that it is likely to be 

delivered within years 6-10 or 11+, then the whole of the site would be coloured 

yellow. That is not to say that the whole site would be developed, only that there is 

potential for some form of development to be delivered within the wider site boundary.  

Once an application has been permitted for a site, the site area is either re-drawn 

according to the application boundary or the number of units permitted is removed 

from the overall site total and the remainder of the site is assessed for its development 

potential.  If no other portion of the site remains developable or deliverable, the 

remainder of the site is excluded or returned to ‘not currently developable’ depending 

on the characteristics of the site. 

 

 The SHELAA is a living document which will be updated regularly and published 

normally on an annual basis. All SHELAA sites are reviewed as part of the next 

annual SHELAA review. 

 

 Should any further information be submitted which would change the status of a site 

following the publication of this SHELAA report, it will be saved on file and used to re- 

assess the sites, when the SHELAA is reviewed. 



Evidence behind the assessment 
 

 

 Each published report has a base date and the findings are a snap-shot of information 

held in the SHELAA database at this time. It is therefore likely that some of the 

information presented in a published report has changed since publication. For 

example, sites that are identified as not having planning permission may have secured 

permission since the information was compiled and published. Similarly planning 

permission may have lapsed on other sites. 

 

 In addition, the information that accompanies the SHELAA is based on information 

that was available at the time of the assessment. There may therefore be additional 

constraints on some sites that were not identified as part of the study.  Likewise, some 

of the identified constraints may have been removed since the information was 

compiled. Applicants are therefore advised to carry out their own analysis of sites to 

identify any constraints or other information for the purpose of a planning application 

and not rely solely on the findings of the SHELAA. 

 

 The housing capacity of a site in the study either relates to the number of dwellings 

granted in a planning permission (where applicable) or is an estimate based on an 

assessment of what could be an appropriate density for the site in question. Please 

note that the site capacities in the report do not preclude different densities being 

applied on sites, subject to details. 

 

 There is no limit to the amount of land that can be included within the SHELAA, and 

therefore no limit on the number of sites which can be submitted. Sites can be 

submitted at any time using the Submission Form available on Horsham District 

Council's website. Any sites submitted after the cut-off date for a SHELAA 'Call for 

Sites', will be included in the next annual review of the SHELAA. 

 

 The Local Plan Review and any decisions made are informed by a number of studies 

and background documents. The SHELAA is only one of these documents and any 

decisions regarding planning policy must have regard to all the relevant studies and 

comments received during consultation. 

 
If you have any questions relating to the SHELAA or know of any sites which 

you think should be submitted for assessment, please contact:  

Strategic Planning on 01403 215398 


